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EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL REPOBT 

OF THE 

DIRECTORS OF CONVICT PRISONS 

FOR IRELAND, 

UNDER 17 & 18 VIC., CAP. 7f. 



TO THE MOST HON. THE MARQUESS OF HARTINGTON, M.P., 

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR IRELAND. 

Government Prisons Office, Dublin Castle, 
June, 1872. 

My Lord, 

In accordance with, the provisions of the Act 17 & 18 Vic., 
cap. 76, we beg to submit the Annual Report on the state of the 
Convict Prisons in Ireland for 1871. 

Accommodation. 

The accommodation for convicts in the Government Prisons on 
the 1st January, 1872, may he estimated as amounting to 2,050. 



Government Prisons. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Number in custody 1st January, 1872, . * 872 323 1,195 

Accommodation 1st January, 1872, . . 1,500 550 2,050 

^County and City Gaols. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Number in custody 1st January, 1872, . . P 4 1 5 

Gross Total of Convicts in Ireland, 1,200. 



Number of Convicts sentenced to Penal Servitude during 
the Year 1871. 

Males. 

84 
49 



5 years, 

? >> 
10 „ 

life, 



Females. 
29 
40 
2 



l 

72 



Gross Total sentenced in 1871, . 147 
Disposal of Convicts. 

Discharged unconditionally, on completion of sentence, &c., 
Released on Orders of Licence, 

Total, 

* Twelve of these are military convicts. 



Total. 

113 



11 

2 

4 

*219 



42 

223 



265 
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Eighteenth Annual Report of the Directors 



Subjoined is a table similar to that given in previous Annual 
Reports, showing the number of Convicts respectively “In 
Custody” &c., “Convicted,” and “Discharged,” since the year 
1854, inclusive — 



In custody in 
Government Prisons, 
January 1st. 


Year. 


Convicted. 


No. 

Discharged, 


*3,933 


1854 


710 


658 


3,427 


1855 


518 


820 




1856 


389 


1,107 


2,614 


1857 


426 


910 


2,277 


1858 


358 


946 


1,173 


1859 


322 


595 


1,631 


1860 


331 


524 


1,492 


1861 


368 


561 


1,314 


1862 


592 


sir 


1,575 


1863 


511 


326 


1,768 


1864 


407 


391 


1,776 


1865 


299 


410 


1,637 


1866 


265 


i 439 


1,431 


1867 


296 


330 


1,335 


1868 


246 


245 


1,325 


1869 


191 


291 


1,230 


* i 


245 


253 


1,228 


1871 


fSIB 


265 


1,209 


1872 


— 


— 



No change was made during the past year in the system 
of Irish convict management, and we are able to report that 
it worked with its usual satisfactory results. 

The regulation under which women, from 1869, were permitted 
to gain admission to the Refuges proved, as was expected, power- 
ful incentives to industry and good conduct, and we have reason to 
be satisfied with the mode in which those institutions are managed. 

In our report for 1870 we drew attention to the serious injury 
certain to arise through the abolition, by “The Habitual Criminals 
Act, 1869,” of the condition requiring ticket-of-licence holders to 
report themselves monthly to the police, and we saw with 
pleasure the revival of the course introduced by The Prevention 
of Crimes Act, 1871. 

The latter Act, although carefully carried out in Ireland, has 
not tended to swell the numbers sentenced to penal servitude, 
a fact which may we believe be taken as a not inconsiderable 
proof of the decrease of serious crime in this country. 

The Revocations of Licences during the year 1871 were as 
follow:— 



Males — 

Forfeited and revoked for breach of conditions, . 3 

„ for new offences, ..... S 

Females — 

Revoked for breach of conditions in Refuges, . 12 

i, for new offences, 3 



* In addition to this number there were 345 convicts under detention in the 
county prisons, and several hundred in Bermuda and Gibraltar, who were subse- 
quently discharged in Ireland, 
t Twelve of these are military convicts. 
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of Convict Prisons for Ireland. 7 

There was no attempt at combined insubordination during the 
year, and corporal punishment was inflicted but in four in- 
stances. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers was, with very few ex- 
ceptions, worthy of commendation. 

On the whole, the health of the officers and prisoners was good. 

The details connected with the particular establishments will 
be found under the head of each Prison, supplied in the reports of 
the Directors, and contained in those of the responsible officers. 

We have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your obedient servants, 

Patrick Joseph Murray,}™ 

J. Barlow, ^ Directors . 
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Eighteenth Annual Report of the Directors 



mototjoy MOTJNTJOY MALE CONVICT PRISON. 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 

Directors ' The conduct of the prisoners was, during the year, in all points 
Report- yer y satisfactory. 

The offences were merely for breach of prison regulations and 
■were few in number. The punishments were light, and corporal 
chastisement was not inflicted. 

The officers of the staff discharged their duties with great 
intelligence and care, its subordinate members zealously seconding 
the efforts of their superiors. 

During the year, the entire tailoring for the convict service in 
Ireland was transferred from the male to the female prison, and 
as the tailoring class in the former establishment is thus broken 
up, larger numbers of convicts are available for transfer to the 
public works carried on at Spike Island Prison and at the 
Haulbowline Locks. 

The shoes and hoots for the entire convict service in this 
country are made, as in former years, in this prison. 

The mats and matting for the public departments in Ireland, 
are, as already reported, made in this prison, and the articles 
supplied were approved by the Commissioners of Public Works. 

As, however, the early months of convicts in probation are, 
in Ireland, passed at oakum picking, and as the chief portion of 
the matmaking is carried on by the persons of this class, only four 
months, out of the eight of probation, can at best he counted 
upon as available for this branch of industry. Under these cir- 
cumstances, and owing to the limited number of hands available 
for the work, large orders from mercantile houses are declined 
through inability to execute them. 

The health of the convicts and of the officers during the year 
was excellent, and no death took place. 

Through the small number of males sentenced to penal servi- 
tude it was found possible to reduce the staff by three first-class 
and four second-class warders ; by this reduction, and by the 
transfer of the tailor warder to the Female Prison, there is 
a saving upon the cost of staff amounting to £474 per annum. 

The expenses were of the usual and necessary kind, and are 
set forth in the appendix under their various heads. 

The buildings were kept in repair under the direction of the 
Commissioners of Public Works. 

Appended are the reports of the Governor, the Chaplains, the 
Medical Officer, and the Head Schoolmaster, supplying the infor- 
mation which it is the province of these officers to furnish 
annually. 

Patrick Joseph Murray, { jj ^ tars . 

J. Barlow, 1 
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GOVERNOR’S REPORT. mounuoy 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 

Mount] oy Government Male Prison, Governor's 
January, 1872. Report. 

Gentlemen, — I have tlie honour to submit my annual report with the 
statistical returns for this prison, for the year ending 31st December, 

1871. 

It affords me much satisfaction to be able to state that I have been 
cordially supported by all the officers of this prison in the carrying out 
of the duties connected with it, and that the system adopted here with 
regard to the conduct and treatment of convicts continues to work most 
satisfactorily. 

During the past twelve months there has been a reduction of seven 
warders in the staff of the prison, viz : — Three first-class warders and 
four second-class warders. 

Two first-class warders and two second-class warders were discharged 
with pensions owing to' a reduction of the staff. One first-class warder 
(a tailor warder) was transferred with the office of his class to the 
Mountjoy Female Prison. Two second-class warders were discharged on 
medical grounds and received gratuities on discharge. 

I am glad to be able to report favourably on the general conduct of the 
officers of the prison. 

Amongst the prisoners no case of misconduct of an aggravated nature 
has occurred since my last report. One convict who came in here with 
a doubtful record on his transfer sheet was removed to the Criminal 
Lunatic Asylum at D undrum. After a careful observation, during 
a period of six months, the medical authorities reported this convict to 
be of unsound mind, and he was treated accordingly. 

ISTo attempt at escape has been made, neither has there been any 
attempt at suicide, either real or feigned ; on the whole the conduct of 
the convicts has been good, and they have shown an inclination to avail 
themselves of the instructions which were given to them in the manu- 
facturing department. 

During this year a new branch of industry has been introduced in the 
form of “ ships’ fend-offs.” This I consider to be not only a useful but 
also an expedient species of prison labour, because it affords a possibility 
of carrying on a manufacture which in no way interferes with the 
separate system. 

In the month of June last the tailoring class was transferred to the 
Female Prison, and the associated men belonging to it were sent to the 
Public "Works at Spike Island. 

Notwithstanding a decrease in the number of convicts for the past 
twelve months, I can with confidence refer to the statistical returns^ to 
show that there has been an increase in the amount of remuneration 
which has been derived from the labour of the prisoners in the manufac- 
turing department. 

New iron gates and railings have been placed at the entrance of each 
ward. This can in no way interfere with the due supervision of the 
prison, at the same time that in case of any emergency it becomes a 
means of security, by effectually separating each division. 
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10 Eighteenth Annual Report of the Directors 

Motjntjoy All prison buildings and fittings pertaining thereto liave been kept in 
Male g 00 d_ repair by the officers of the Board of Public Works, and all 
Pwso? requisitions on that department have been attended to. 

* 1 certify that the rules laid down for the government of the prison 

Governor's k aYe ^een strictly complied with, except in such particular cases as have 
Report. gpg-^aHy reported to and brought under the notice of the Director. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

P. W. Hackett, Governor. 

To the Directors of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Classified Statement of the Number of Offences committed by the Prisoners 
during the year ended 31st December, 1871. 

Offencos. No. Offences. No. 

Communicating and other minor Idleness, - - ■ 4 

offences, 29 Prohibited articles in, possession, - 11 

Disobedience, - - - - 17 Window breaking, - - - 1 

Disobedience and insolence, 5 Bleeding himself, - ■ 2 

Disorderly conduct, 4 

Damaging prison property, 2 — * 

Insolence, ----- 7 Total, - ‘ 82 



Classification of Crimes for which those Prisoners have been sentenced who 
■were received during the year ended 31st December, 1871. 



CrimoB. 

Arson, - 

Assault, - - - 

Assault (intent to rob), - 
Assault and robbery, 

Assault (grievous), 

Armed and firing at R.I.C., - 
Base coin in possession, - 
Bigamy, - - - - 

Burglary and larceny, - 
Burglary, - 
Burglary and robbery, - 
Burglary and felony, 

Cattle stealing, - 

Child desertion, - 

Felonious assault, - 
Felony, - 
Forgery, - 

Highway robbery, 
Horse-stealing, - 
Housebreaking, 
Housebreaking and robbery, - 
Indecent assaults, - 
Larceny, - 

Larceny in dwelling, 

Larceny from person, - 




Crimea. 

Larceny and previous conviction, - 
Larceny after previous conviction 
for felony,* - 

Murder, - 

Manslaughter, - 
Military offences, - 
Malicious assault, - 
Malicious wounding, - - ' 

Malicious injury to prison property, 
Obtaining money — false pretences, 
Perjury, - - 

Picking pockets, - 
Robbery, - 

Rape, 

Receiving stolen goods, - 
Sacrilege, - 

Stealing post letters, 

Sheep stealing, - 
Shooting at, - 
Threatening letters, 

Uttering counterfeit coin, 

Unlawfully detaining child, - 



No. 

16 

8 

2 

8 

9 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 
2 
2 

6 
1 
1 
4 
1 
2 
I 
1 



Total, - 



- 160 
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Number of Prisoners admitted in association during tlie year ended Mountjot 
_ t» , . • Male 

3 1st December, 187 1- Convict, 

Prison. ’ 



Trades. No, 

Tailors, from separation at Monntjoy 
Prison, - - - - - 2 

Shoemakers, from separation at 
Mount joy Prison, - - - 3 

Tinsmiths, from separation at Mount- 
joy Prison, - _ - - - 1 

Coopers, from separation at Mount- 
joy Prison, - - - - l 

Manufacturers, from separation at 
Mountjoy Prison, - - - 2 

Labourers, from separation at Mount- 
joy Prison, - 1 

Remaining on 31st December, 1870, 43 



Trades. No. Governor's 

Removed Tailors, - -11 Report. 

,, Shoemakers, - - - 6 

,, Matmakers, - - - 1 

Remaining on 3 1 st December, 1871, 35 



Total, 



53 



Total, 



53 



Return of "Work performed in Manufacturing Departments during the year 
ended 31st December, 1871. 



Tailoring Department. 



Making. 

Chief Warders’ uniform suits, 




No. 

1 


Principal „ „ 

Warders’ top coats, 




- 


3 


- 


- 


32 


„ frock coats, - 


- 


- 


65 


„ trousers, 


- 


- 


66 


„ caps, 


- 


- 


81 


„ cap covers, - 


» 


- 


112 


„ serge coats, - 


- 


- 


13 


„ „ vests, - 


- 


- 


13 


„ tweed coats, 


- 


- 


7 


„ „ trousers, 


- 


- 


9 


„ „ vests, - 


- 


- 


8 


Bolster and pillow covers, 


_ 


• - 


139 


Mattress covers, - 


_ 


- 


103 


Pilot coats, - 


- 




12 


Towels, 


_ 


- 


22 


Badges, - 


- 


- 


153 


Slippers, hound, - ' - 


- 


- 


246 


Cutting . 


Prieze jackets, 


- 


- 


160 


,, trousers, - 


- 


- 


570 


,, caps, 

„ braces, 


- 


- 


300 


- 


- 


200 


Monkey jackets, - 


- 


- 


35 


Flannel shirts, 


- 


- 


20 


Warders’ coats, - 


- 


- 


19 


„ trousers, 


- 


- 


14 


Repairing . 


Warders’ coats, - 




- 


66 


,, trousers. 


- 


- 


102 


,, caps, 


- 


- 


24 


,, vests, - 
Soutanes, - 


- 


- 


3 


- 


- 


2 


Prieze jackets, 


- 


- 


235 


„ trousers, - 


- 


- 


747 


„ vests. 


- 


- 


132 


„ caps, 


" 


- 


41 



Shoemaking Department. 




Making. 




No. 


Blucher boots, pairs, - 




165 


Navvy ,, „ 

Men’s shoes ,, 


- 


1 


- 


805 


Women’s shoes ,, 


- 


519 


Warders’ slippers „ 


- 


60 


Matrons’ ,, ,, 


- 


32 


Prieze and canvas slippers, pairs, 


246 


High heeled boot, 


- 


1 


Children’s shoes, pairs, 


- 


12 


Uniform belts. 


_ 


50 


Key straps, - 


- 


6 


Repairing. 


Warders’ boots, pairs, 
„ slippers, „ 




34 


- 


141 


Matrons’ ,, ,, 


- 


3 


Men’s shoes, , , 


- 


394 


Women’s shoes, ,, 


- 


401 


Strait jacket, 


- 


1 


Muffs, - 


- 


3 



Mat, &c., Department. 



Coir mats, - 


- 


lbs., 15,496 


Bordered mats, - 


. 


-2,609 


Hearthrugs, 


- 


- - 98 


Matting, 


- 


yards, 5,169 


Bass brooms, 


- 


- 134 


Deck scrubs, 


- 


- 94 


Hand ,, 


_ 


- 84 


Coir brushes, 


- 


- 72 


Mattresses, - 


- 


- 306 


Bolsters, 


- 


- 400 


Ship mattresses, - 


- 


- 10 


,, fend-offs, - 




- 10J 
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Mount joy 
Male 
Convict 
P ais on. 

Governor's 

Report. 



Estimated Value of tlie Productive Labour of tlie Prisoners employed 
during tlie year ended 31st December, 1871. 



How employed. 


Daily 
arorago 
No. em- 
ployed 
302 days. 


Estimated ralae 
of the work 
performed. 


Shoemakers, --------- 

Matmakers and weavers, ------ 

Brushmakers, - -- -- -- - 

Mattressmakcrs, -------- 

Fend-offmakers, - -- -- -- - 

Picking oakum, -------- 

Carpenters, smiths, coopers, tinsmiths, and painters, - 
Labourers in the garden and fatigue work, including 
cooks, cleaners, &c., ----- 


6 '54 
21-52 
33*99 
*38 
"76 
•53 
29*02 
4* 

33*95 


£ s. d. 
123 18 1 
281 10 11 
450 8 2 
5 15 10 
16 9 6 
9 6 6 
53 12 7 
151 0 0 

897 2 7 


Totals — Average effective numbers and earnings, - 
Average non-effective, - 


130*69 

5-07 


1,989 4 2 


Total daily average, 


135-76 


- 


Average earning of each prisoner, 


— 


15 4 5 



Statement of tlie Number of Convicts committed and disposed of, from 
1st January to 31st December, 1871. 



Received from — 

County and City Gaols, - - 13G 

Convict Depdts, - - - 9 

Military Barracks, 8 

Police Office (ticket of licence 
revoked), 7 

Total, - - -160 



Removed to — 

Convict Depots, - - - 167 

Discharged, - - - - 6 

D undrum Lunatic Asylum, - I 

Died, - J 

Remaining in custody on 3 1st 
December, 1871, - - 119 



Table showing the reported Previous Imprisonment of the Prisoners received 
during the year ended 31st December, 1871. 

Not reported to have been in prison '| Eight times, - 
before, - - - - - 29 

Once, ------ 27 

Twice, ------ 24 

Three times, ----- 13 

Pour 18 

Pive „ - - - 4 

Six „----- 9 

Seven ----- 7 



Nine 

Ten - 

Ten and under fifteen times, 
Pifteen times and over, - 
Antecedents not known, 

Total, 



Ages of Prisoners on Conviction, received during the year ended 
31 st December, 1871. 



Pifteen and under twenty years of age, 1 9 
Twenty and under twenty-five, - 36 
Twenty-five and under thirty, - 39 
Thirty and under forty, - -42 

Forty and under fifty, - - - 15 



Pifty and under sixty, - 
Sixty and over, 

Total, - 



Sentences of Prisoners committed to this Prison during the year ended 
31st December, 1871. 

Pive years’ penal servitude, - - 86 I Life penal servitude, 

Seven „ ,, - - 55 Life transportation. 

Ten ,, ,, - - l] 

- 4 



- 3 

- 1 



Fourteen ,, ,, - 4 | Total, 

Single, 1 17. Married, 43. 

Roman Catholics, 134. Protestants, 23. Presbyterians, 3.1 



160 
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MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. Motomot 

Mount] oy Male Convict Prison, Convict 

J anuaiy, 1872. Parson . 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to lay before yon the usual annual Medical 
report of the sanitary condition of this prison, and in doing so it affords Officer’s 
me great pleasure to say that the health of the prisoners during the year I ^P ort - 
has been very satisfactory. 

Notwithstanding the prevalence of epidemic and contagious diseases 
in the vicinity, I am gratified to state that no case has as yet occurred in 
the prison, and I trust that with the precautions I have adopted such a 
state of things will continue. At intervals during the year there was no 
patient in hospital, and even now such is the case, and has been so since 
the 16th of December last. 

I believe that the gratifying sanitary state of the prison is attributable 
to a great extent to its extreme cleanliness and good ventilation. 

Impure air is apt to accumulate ' in the water closets of tire unoccupied 
cells in the vacant divisions, but owing to their being regularly flushed 
and purified with carbolic acid, no injurious effects have arisen. 

I may here also remark after another year’s experience, that the intro- 
duction of earth closets is a decided improvement, as the offensive smell 
which heretofore frequently proceeded from the prisoners’ cells, con- 
sequent upon their making use of their water closets, no longer exists. 

The admissions to hospital during the year were 80 prisoners as com- 
pared with 113 the year before, and the daily average number of sick in, 
hospital was 3-14 against 4*7 the year before. Three prisoners were sent 
from the Lusk establishment for treatment in hospital, and two from 
Spike Island, but they are not included either in the admissions, or in 
the daily average of sick in hospital, and the diseases under which they 
laboured will be found detailed in a separate table. There was only one 
death, from thoracic aneurism, and none of the other cases, with one or two 
exceptions, were of a grave character. One prisoner was removed to the 
Criminal Lunatic Asylum at Dundrum,who was consideredbefore his recep- 
tion here to he either insane or feigning insanity, but the former opinion 
was however found, after a minute examination of *is case, to be correct. 

Eleven prisoners, as compared with twenty-one the year before, were 
removed to Spike Island, on medical grounds, before they had completed 
their term in seperation. I find that the temporary employment of 
prisoners of this class, who may be suffering from the effects of close con- 
finement, in the prison garden, where their labour is advantageous, con- 
duces much to their recovery. # 

The health of the warders has been, with few exceptions, good. One 
death occurred from disease of the heart, that of an aged officer, who 
was a pensioner from the army. Two were discharged the service 
on medical grounds, and thirteen were treated in hospital for colds, 
chest affections, and dyspepsia. . 

I beg to mention most favourably the Hospital Warder and the assist- 
ant for the zealous and careful manner in which they have discharged 
their duties. 

The admissions to hospital, with the diseases affecting them, their 
te rmin ation in recovery, removal, or in death, together with the other 
medical statistics, will be found detailed in the following tables. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

James William Young, m.d., Medical Officer. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 
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Mountjov 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 

Medical 

Officer's 

Report. 



Table I.— Hospital Return for the year 1871. 

Number of prisoners in custody, 1st January, 1871, - 135) 

,, ,, received during the year, - I 60 f 

,, patients in hospital, 1st January, 1871, - 3 ) 

„ „ admitted during the year, - - eoj 

,, „ discharged from hospital, - - 82) 

„ „ died in hospital, - - "if 

„ „ remaining in hospital, 1 st January, r 

1872, - - - - - ) 



295 



83 

83 



Daily average number of sick in hospital during the year, - 3-14 
Number of times prisoners were prescribed for in the prison, - 923 

Daily average number prescribed for, - 2’52 



Table II. — Deaths during the year. 



h 
« | 


Initials. 


Beceivod in 
Prison. 


Admitted to 
Hospital. 


Date of Death. \ 


Diseaso. 


8135 


J.R., 


5 Not., 1870, 


13 April, 1871, 


14 June, 1871, 

1 


Thoracic aneurism. 



Table III Convicts transferred to Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum. 



'§& 

pi 


Initials. 


Received in 
Prison. 


Whoro 

convicted. 


Date of conviction. ^ 


Date sent 
to Asylum. 


8214 


P. K., 


24 April, 1871, 


Omagli, 


12 April, 1871, 


13 Nov., 1871. 



Table IV. — Prisoners removed to Spike Island, from probation, on 
Medical Grounds. 



Date. 




Register 
1 No. 


Initials of 
Namo. 


Observations on case, as made in lottcr recommending 
removal. 


April 


19, 


8141 


J. B., . 


Once before in lunatic _ asylum, and sho-wing 
symptoms of eccentricity. 


May 


26, 


8202 


J. B., . 


Weak intellect, nervous and irritable. 


,, 


»» 


8196 


W. s., . 


Disease of heart, morose and silent. 


„ 




8151 


M. L., . 


Weak intellect. 


June 


7, 


8179 


C. D., . 


Unfit for the cellular discipline of this prison. 


July 


28, 


8251 


M. C., . 


Blind. 


Sept. 


14 , 


8208 


D. L., . 


Epileptic. 


October 


31, 


8200 


W. P., . 


Suffering from Dyspepsia. 


,, 


,, 


8293 


S. G., . 


Highly Scrofulous. 


Novem. 




8285 


J. F., 


A cripple. 


14, 


8288 


M. £., . 


Blind of one eye and nearly blind of the other. 



Table V. — Diseases of those admitted to Hospital. 



Disease of heart. 
Febrile attacks, - 
Dropsy, 
Observation, 
Cutaneous, 
Tonsillitis, - 
Bronchitis, 
Diarrhoea, - 
Syncope, - 
Rheumatism, 
Pleuritis, - 
Colds, 



- 2 Ophthalmia, 

- 5 Syphilis, - 

- 1 Aneurism, 

- 5 Neurosis, - 

- 2 Boil and carbuncle, 

- 2 Melancholy, 

- 2 Phthisis, - 

- 8 Weak intellect, 

- 2 Stricture, 

- 1 Ear ache, - - 

- 2 Gum-boil, 

- 6 Anorexia, 



5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 



Blind of both eyes, 
Dyspepsia, 

Colic, 

Epilepsy, - 
Fracture, - 
Ulcer, 

Abscess, 

Cripple, 

Scrofula, 

Impaired vision, 
Malingering, * 



- I 

- 4 



2 



- I 

- 1 
- I 



2 



- 1 

- I 

- I 

- 2 
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Table VI — Diseases of those received from Lusk Establishment for 
treatment in Hospital. 

Onychia, . • 1 i Otalgia, . . l j Bronchitis, . 1 



From Spike Island. 

Blind, . . . 1 j Phthisis, . . . l 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mount] oy Male Prison, 

Dublin, 15th January, 1872, 

Gentlemen, — I have to state that my duties as Chaplain have been 
regularly performed for the past year. 

Divine Service has been duly celebrated, religious instruction given, 
and the prisoners under my charge constantly visited. 

I abstain from commenting on any particular occurrences of the year. 
I did so twelve months ago, hut my report containing certain observa- 
tions was not, I understand, brought under your notice.* 

I am, gentlemen, your faithful servant, 

Robert Flehyng, a. si., 

Church of Ireland Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. R 

Mount] oy Male Prison, ^Chaplain's 

2nd January, 1872. Report. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit to you my report for the 
year 1871. 

I have great pleasure in reporting that the moral and religious con- 
dition of the Roman Catholic prisoners committed to my care has been 
very satisfactory. In receiving religious instructions and fulfilling the 
other religious duties they have manifested much attention, faith and 
devotion. 

In evidence of good conduct on the part of the prisoners, during the 
year just terminated, might he produced the fact that the punishments 
recorded against them for offences committed against prison rules are, 
absolutely and relatively, fewer and of a lighter nature than those of any 
year within my experience. 

This improvement in the moral condition of the Roman Catholic 
prisoners, I ascribe, among other causes, to the industrial works and the 

* The Annual Report of the Protestant Chaplain for 1870 was duly considered, and 
the topics objected to were fully poiuted out to him b 3 r the Yisiting Director who in- 
formed him that they were not the proper subjects for an Annual Report, as contemplated 
hy the Chaplains’ Rules.- — P. J. M. 



Motjntjoy 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 

Medical 

Officer's 

Report. 



Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report. 
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Mountjoy industrial training of the prisoners, because a fair* amount of manual 
ItAiE labour contributes to the sound health of both body and soul, and 
Prasosn renders men, such as are usually found in prisons, more tractable 
and contented. 

Ajmw Ter y important cause of this amelioration in the moral conduct of 

Chaplain's the prisoners is the humane, reasonable and Christian spirit in -which 
Report. the machinery of prison discipline has been worked out. 

Gratefully acknowledging and highly appro-ring the conduct of the 
officers in the discharge of their difficult duties, I am bound to say that I 
have never found the prisoners more docile and manageable than 
they have been for the past year. 

I feel uleasure in stating that every facility has been afforded me for 
the exercise of my ministry, and that the Governor and all the officers, 
with whom my duties brought me into contact, have treated me very 
kindly and cordially. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Michael Cody, K.C.C. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Preehj. PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

ferian _ rv 

Chaplain's The Manse, 49, Great Charles-street, Dublin, 

Re P ort - 5th January, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — There is little of moment calling for special notice in 
reference to the Presbyterian prisoners. The regular routine of the 
Chaplain’s duty, and the small number committed to my. charge, demand 
nothing more particularly noteworthy than the ordinary statistical 
statement. The number in confinement to whom I regularly ulster 
has remained much the same during the past year as it was in 1870. I e 
services have been conducted according to the usages of the Presbyterian 
Church, my duties being comprised under two heads Sabbath mruis ra 
tio'ns and weekly visitations from cell to cell. In the conduc 
the prisoners there has been a marked improvement, scarcely a so l ar} 
offence having been committed by any of them against the pnson 
regulations during the year that is past. In the general attention m 
the religious instructions communicated, in the hold which the tru 
often taken of the memory and, I trust, of the heart, and m the r0 °© 
resolutions made to reform the life in the days that are to come, evi en 
is presented that “ the holding forth of the word of life has een, 
some measure, acknowledged and blessed. 

I remain, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

Robert Hanna, 



The Directors of Government Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 
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HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. Mountjot 

Maxe 

Mountjoy Male Prison, Convict 

9th January, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour of submitting to you my report for 
the year 1871 on Mountjoy Male Convict School. master ’• 

The mode of instructing is a combination of the simultaneous and Report. 
individual systems, which I believe to be best adapted to the peculiarities 
and habits of the learners. The simultaneous alone would not be effi- 
cient, for there are many amongst them who will not fix their attention 
on general instruction who are most attentive when individually taught. 

But the exclusive use of this system would require much time and 
many teachers, and hence, also, the classes must be collectively taught. 

The longest school-time afforded to the first and second (or lowest) 
school classes, who are in most need of instruction, is six hours weekly ; 
the classes somewhat better informed (third and fourth) are limited to 
three hours’ school-time in the week, the industrial requirements pre- 
cluding any further extension. 

Those who for the performance of skilled labour are kept here longer 
than the eight months’ probation, are permitted to attend school for an 
hour after work, every evening except Saturday. Amongst those are 
many who have acquired in prison a fair rudimentary education ; and 
every one of them is allowed to select the subject or subjects for study 
which "will be best adapted to enlighten him on the occupation he will 
be likely to pursue for his future maintenance by honest industry. As 
these are capable of practising self-culture the teacher’s attention during 
the evening school is engaged by the remaining less educated portion of 
this prison section. 

During the prisoners’ dinner hour the teachers visit and teach indi- 
vidually in the cells for half an hour ; the other half-hour being neces- 
sary for refection. These dinner hour visits, when judiciously managed, 

I believe to be very beneficial, as the teachers can learn in these lonely 
retreats more of the dispositions and predilections of the prisoners than 
they could in the school, and can suit their instructions to the exigencies 
of the cases, always mindful of Rule 3 of the Directors — “They shall 
consider it a chief part of their duty to promote as far as lies in their 
power the moral improvement and instruction of the prisoners.” 

The literary and moral progress during the year has been satisfactory, 
except in a few instances of men with minds so uncultivated and vitiated 
as to be incapable of retaining instructions or good impressions. 

On the 21st of December last, Edward Sheehy, esq., Inspector of 
Rational schools, visited and examined portions of the prison probation 
classes, the longest school attendance of any one of whom had not been 
more than eight months. As the other prisoners not in probation, and 
who are fairly educated, only attend the evening school (as before 
stated), they have not been included in his examination ; it is, therefore, 
only just to observe, that his report is not of the whole, but of a part, 
the better part being absent. In the short period of eight months, with 
scarcely an hour at school daily, the visible improvement cannot be very 
mai'ked in men, many of whom, on admission, did not know a letter in 
the alphabet, and the difficulties of imparting to them a knowledge of it 
are almost insurmountable. Erequently, when the teaching of spelling 
and reading from tablets and books fails, success is attained through the 
medium of writing on paper. Many who have a good hand for writing 
are otherwise very stupid; and it is only when they see that their 
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Mountjot handiwork in writing appears well to the eye that they evince a desire 
Convict to kn0 ' w w kat ' w01 'k 4S > anc ' bonce they are taught to spell the 
PaisoK. written words, which gradually leads to the acquirement of spelling and 

• reading in the lesson boohs. 

maD P instances the mode of proceeding with the education of 
master’s neglected uncultivated adults is the converse of that which would 
Report. succeed in improving children or cultured juveniles whose retention and 
ability to form words from the combination of letter-sounds are so 
active, but almost extinct in such adults whose aspirations are in advance 
of monosyllabic and uninteresting lessons; it would he a mistake to 
keep them at them until they could spell and pronounce them. To 
allow the man of age to penetrate further into his book in search of 
more instructive information, promotes a taste, a desire, and an appli- 
cation which contribute much to his improvement, and which the 
experienced teachers ill convict schools must not discourage. 

On reception, about twenty-five per cent, of the prisoners are wholly 
illiterate, and require the application of much skill and strict attention 
to enable them to progress even by slow degrees. I take these illiterate 
persons under my own tuition, and I trust I leave nothing undone in 
my power for their improvement. At the end of eight months (at their 
removal from this) they have at least a foundation laid for future pro- 
gress, and it would cast a gloom -over me, did I think that my labours 
would be lost by the collapse of their improving exertions ; but when I 
call to mind that Spike Island Prison is their immediate destination, 
these gloomy anticipations are dissipated, because I am convinced that 
they will there receive equal, if not superior treament. 

I have now unveiled some of the specialties and the abnormal con- 
dition of the pupils of the convict school, in order to show that to report 
much progress requires the exercise of more than ordinary skill, industry, 
and perseverance. 

In the course of the year sixteen were promoted from first (lowest) 
class to second class, twenty-seven from second to third class, and forty 
from third to fourth class. 



Statistics of Mountjox Male Prisox School on the 30th December, 1871. 



Beading. 


No. 


Writing. 


No. 


Arithmetic. 


j No. 


Geography. 


No. 


First Book, - 


IT 


Large letters, 


4 


Making figures 


17 


Map of World, 


69 


Second Book, - 


36 


Large-hand, - 


4 


Four rules, - 


49 


Maps of Europe 


41 












and Ireland, 


Third Book, - 


16 


Round-hand, - 


9 


Compound 
rules & above, 


44 






Fourth Book, - 


41 ; 


Small-hand, - 


93 ! 








Total, 


110 


Total, 


110 


Total, 


110 


Total, 


110 



This report I believe to be true in every essential particular. 



I am, gentlemen, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

Michael Harold, Head Schoolmaster. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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SPIKE ISLAND PRISON. Spikk 

Island 

. Prison. 

Little or no cliange lias taken place in the arrangements of this Directors' 
prison during the past year ; its management has been satisfac- Re v ort - 
tory, and, as reported last year, very creditable to the local staff 
generally. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers -was generally good ; in 
sis cases, however, dismissal was recommended to, and sanctioned 
by, the Government; if, however, this number of dismissals should 
appear large, it must be borne in mind that many of the offences 
which in the case of a prison officer involve dismissal, would 
probably in other branches of the public service not bring, in the 
first instance, such a heavy penalty. Fom - warders died during 
the past year. 

The Governor’s remarks as to the selection of warders are 
worthy of consideration. To perform satisfactorily the duties of 
a warder requires peculiar qualifications ; so long, therefore, as 
warders and matrons are appointed upon the testimonials of per- 
sons probably quite unacquainted with the working of convict 
prisons, it will be impossible to prevent the admission into the 
service of unsuitable persons, and a corresponding loss to the 
public, and injury to the discipline of the prison. 

The conduct of the convicts has been generally good. There 
have been, as must always be looked for, some offences of a serious 
character ; in four such cases corporal punishment was ordered ; 
but it is right to remark that a very large proportion of the prison 
crime is caused directly and indirectly by the presence at Spike 
Island Prison of the weak-minded class of prisoners. Spike Island 
Prison is not adapted for the treatment of such a class of prisoners. 

The convicts have been for the most part hardworking and in- 
dustrious; they have been chiefly employed on the HauLbowline 
Docks, where, I understand, their labour has been contrasted 
favourably with that of the paid tradesmen and labourers ; the 
employment of three extra trades warders has been sanctioned, 
and it is hoped that even a more favourable progress may be 
made during the year 1872. 

Two attempts at escape occurred during the year, but neither 
was successful. 

The general health of the prisoners has been good; an outbreak 
of fever, -syhich at one time threatened to he serious, having 
quickly subsided. 

The state of the prison buildings is good ; no material alteration 
has taken place in them. 

The school arrangements remain, unchanged. 

The Chaplains’ reports continue to be satisfactory. 

The usual Statistics are attached. 

Patrick Joseph Murray, ( j jj^ors 
J. Barlow, J 

b 2 
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GOVERNOR'S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 
January, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — I n compliance with your directions, I have the honour 
to present my annual report on this establishment for the year ended 
31st December, 1871. 

"First, with reference to the subordinate officers, some few cases of mis- 
conduct had to be brought under the notice of the Director, and six were 
dismissed the service ; but considering the number on the staff, and the 
onerous and trying nature of the duties, their conduct generally was 
satisfactory. Pour died in the service, four resigned, and there were nine- 
teen new appointments. The principal warders are steady, diligent, and 
zealous officers. The Chief Warder left the service on medical grounds, 
and is about to be superannuated, having had twenty-four years’ service. 

In a public works prison the conduct, judgment, and tact of the 
warders have a most important bearing on the discipline, general conduct, 
and tone of the convicts ; and I would here humbly venture to submit 
that it would be greatly to the advantage of the service if candidates 
could be seen personally previous to their nomination by some authority 
whose experience would enable him to form an opinion as to whether 
they are possessed of the special qualifications as bo tact, judgment, &c., 
so necessary for the efficient management of convicts. 

All the available and able-bodied convicts were employed as heretofore 
on the new docks at Haulbowline. There has been no change in then- 
treatment, or in the general daily routine. The respective sentences have 
been duly carried into execution, and the authorized earnings credited 
according to the classification and industry of the individuals. 

The varied nature of the works in progress gives different kinds of 
employment, and for which .selections are made according to conduct and 
suitability, but by far the larger number are quarrying and stone-dressing. 

There are also smiths, carpenters, sawyers, and shoemakers, &c., in 
regular employment at their respective trades, and I have reason to believe 
that the industry on the works generally have given satisfaction. It is 
also intended to employ convict labour in building the dock wall round 
the basin. 

The general conduct of the convicts both on and off the works has 
been on the whole very good. The offences (inclusive of those committed 
by the weak-minded and irresponsibles, and which were by far the most 
numerous in proportion) averaged 12-844 per cent, per month. 

. There were some bad individual cases of insubordination, such as 
refusing to work, assaults on officers ; but those who committed the last 
named offences were, with one exception, all eccentric or weak-minded, 
and this class of convicts interfere greatly with the general discipline of 
an associated prison ; the number, too, is very considerable, but they 
have latterly undergone a special medical inspection, and I hope with 
the view to their removal. 

Four convicts received corporal punishment. 



Spikf. 

Island 

Prison. 

Governor'* 

Report. 



Daily average number on the works (prison works 
included), . . . .667 

Not employed (in cells and hospital), . • 27 



Total daily average, 



. 694 
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There were two attempts at escape — one by breaking out of his cell, Spike 
the other on the public works at Haulbowline, but both were detected 
in the attempt. The prison buildings are in a fair state of repair. * 

The school has been earned on in the evenings after work hours as Governor's 
usual, and the Chaplains of the different persuasions, as a rule, availed of Re P ort ‘ 
everv opportunity to give religious and moral instructions on week days 
as well as on Sundays. 

The usual statistical returns are herewith forwarded. 

I hereby certify that the rules laid down for the government of the 
prison have been complied with during the past year, except in such 
cases as have been reported to, or brought under the notice of the Inspector 
or the Director. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Peter Hay, Governor. 

The Directors of Irish Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Return showing the Crimes of 697 Convicts in Custody on the 31st December, 

1871. 



Murder, - 

Conspiracy to murder, 

Shooting at with intent to murder, 
Administering poison, 

Manslaughter, - 
Stabbing, cutting, and wounding, - 
Felonious, malicious, grievous, and 
other assaults, - 
Assault and robbery, 

Assault with intent to rob, 

Indecent assault oh male persons, - 
Rape, - - - - 

Carnally knowing females under age 
of twelve years, - 
Sacrilege, - 
Robbery, 

Highway robbery, - 
Burglary and robbery, - 
Burglary and previous conviction, - 
Housebreaking and robbery, 

Felony and previous conviction, 
Felony of Post letters and their 
contents, - 
Forgery, - 
Perjury, - 

Arson and attempts at arson, . 
Larceny and previous conviction, - 
Stealing from the i>erson, - 
Cattle stealing, - 

Sheep stealing, 

Horse stealing, - 

Whiteboy offence, * * 



19 

1 

13 

2 

24 

4 

26 

10 



1 

2 

16 

6 

29 

50 

47 

19 

3 

2 

2 

13 

203 

60 

17 

21 

7 

2 



Unlawfully assembling, breaking 
into habitation, and carrying away 
arms, - 

Unlawful assembly and attacking 
dwelling house, firing shots 
through same, and by threats 
and menaces attempt to compel 
one Michael Mollaghan to quit 
his farm, - 

Being one of an armed party who 
fired on the Royal Irish Constabu- 

lary, - 

Receiving stolen goods, 

Obtaining goods and money by 
means of false pretences, - 
Writing and sending threatening 
letters, - 

Uttering forged Post Office order 
for money, 

Uttering forged warrant order for 
payment of money, 

Uttering a forged £5 note, 

Coining and passing base coin, 
Having base coin in possession, 
Having coining implements in pos- 
session, - 
Military offences, - 

Demanding money by threats and 
menaces with intent to rob, - 

Malicious injury to machinery, - 



2 



4 



1 

20 

2 

8 

2 

1 

1 

11 

4 

1 

21 

1 

1 

2 



Total, - - 697 



[Returk- 
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Spike 

Island 

Prison*. 

Governor's 

Report. 



Return showing the Number of Convicts in Custody, committed and disposed 
of during the Year ended 31st December, 1871. 



COMMITTED. 

1st January, 1871 — • 

In custody, ~ - - 694 

Committed from — 

Mountjoy Prison, - - 161 

Cork County Gaol, - 1 



Total, - - 856 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 

31st December, 1871 — 

Remaining in custody, - - 697 

Removed during the year to — 
Mountjoy Prison, ■ - 2 

Mountjoy Prison (for Lusk), - 88 

Released on licence, - -49 

Released on licence on medical 
grounds, - - . - 1 

Discharged on completion of 
sentence, - 8 

Discharged on commutation of 
sentence, - 4 

Discharged on completion of 
periods equal to what remained 
of their sentences when their 
licences were granted, - 3 

Died, - - - - 4 

Total, - - 856 



Return showing the Sentences and Ages on Conviction of 697 Convicts in 
Custody on the 31st December, 1871- 



sentences. 

Eighteen months (commuted from 
Rive Years’ Penal Servitude), - 1 

Three Years (commuted from Five 
Years’ Penal Servitude), - 2 



Five Years’ Penal Servitude, 


- 220 


Six „ 




- 


1 


Seven „ 






- 285 


Bight „ 




- 


• - 2 


Nine , , 




_ 


- 2 


Ten „ 




_ 


- 91 


Twelve ,, 




_ 


- 1 


Fourteen,, 






- 25 


Fifteen ,, 




_ 


- 8 


Twenty , , 




- 


- 9 


Twenty-five 


»» 




- 1 


Life 


» 




- 35 
683 



sentences. 
Life transportation. 



Total, 697 



14 



Ages on Conviction. 



Under Twenty Years, 

Twenty and under Twenty-five, - 
Twenty-five and under Thirty, - 
Thirty and under Thirty-five, 
Thirty-five and under Forty, 
Forty and under Fifty, 

Fifty and under Sixty, 

Sixty and under Seventy, 

Seventy and under Eighty, 

Total, - 



70 

161 

165 

122 

79 

61 

23 

13 

3 

697 
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Abstract Account showing tlie Estimated Value of the Productive Labour 
of the Prisoners, and the Number Employed during the year ended 31st 
December, 1871- 



How Employed. 


Daily Average 
Number Em- 
ployed for 
302 days. 


Estimated Value 
of Work per- 
formed. 


Total. 


PRISON WORKS. 






£ S. d. 


£ s. d. 


Tailors, .... 


11 




415 5 0 




Shoemakers, - 


7- 




264 5 0 




Smiths and Nailers, - - 


2 




90 12 0 




Carpenters, - 


4 




151 0 0 




Painters, - 


2 








Masons, - 


2 




90 12 0 




Repairing Beds, Socks, &c., - 


6 




90 12 0 




Tinsmiths and Coopers, 


2 




60 8 0 




Labourers in Prison Garden and on 










Prison Works generally, - 


49 




739 18 0 




Washing in laundry, 


10 




302 0 0 




Bakers, 


6 




226 10 0 






5 




75 10 0 




Fatigue work, Cleaning, Messing, &c., 


25 




377 10 0 




Boatmen, - 


6 




90 12 0 




Oakum Picking (on wet days), 


7 




26 8 6 




Do. (Invalids), . - 


20 


163 


25 3 4 


3,101 15 10 


ROYAL ENGINEER WORKS. 




_ 


Labourers, - 


19 




286 18 0 








19 




286 18 0 


WAR DEPARTMENT (HAULBOWLINE). 










10 




226 10 0 








10 




226 10 0 


ADMIRALTY WORKS (HAULBOW- 








line). 










Stonecutters, - - 


32 




1,288 10 8 




Do. beginners, 


42 




845 12 0 




Carpenters and Sawyers, 


12 




483 4 0 




Do. beginners, 


7 




158 11 0 




Smiths and Nailers, - 


6 




241 12 0 




Do. beginners, 


5 




113 5 0 




Shoemakers, - 


5 




188 15 0 




Labourers, Quarrymen, &c., 


366 




7,368 16 0 


10,688 5 8 


Total, - 




667 




14,303 9 6 



Daily average number employed-, - - , “ 1X “ b OT 

tf ff . not employed (in cells and hospital), - 2 * 

Total daily average, - - - 694 
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MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Convict Prison, 

2 6 tli January, 1872. 

Gentlemen — I beg leave to submit my report on tlie sanitary state 
of the prison for the year 1871. Subjoined is a statement giving a . 
general view of the numbers treated in hospital during the year : — 
Number of side remaining in hospital on the 1st January, 1871, 
from the preceding year, - - - - - - 16 

Number admitted since, to the 31st December, inclusive, - ~ 218 



Total under treatment during the year, - - - - 234 

Of these there were discharged from hospital, - - - 214 

Died, - -- -- - ---4 

Eemaining in hospital on the 1st January, 1872, - - - 16 



Total, - - - 234 



The following table specifies 
admitted to hospital during the 



Continued fever, - - - 24 

Paralysis, - - - - 2 

Epilepsy, - - - 4 

Aphasia, - - - 2 

Earache, - - - 1 

Epistaxis — bleeding from nose, - 1 

Haemoptysis — bleeding from lungs, 3 

Bronchitis, - - - - 11 

Pneumonia, - - 1 

Phthisis Pulmonalis, - 1 

Asthma, - - - 3 

Syncope, - - - - 3 

Morbus Cordis — disease of heart, - 9 

Dyspepsia, - - - 1 

Colic, - - - - \ 1 

Diarrhoea, - - - 7 

Constipation, - - - 3 

Hepatitis — liver disease, - 1 

Diabetes, - - - 1 

Debility, - - - - 19 



diseases with which the patients 



' were affected : — 

"Wounds and contusions, - - 45 

Fractures, - - - - 2 

Luxations and sprains, - 4 

Ophthalmia, - - 4 

Abscesses, - - - 5 

Ulcers, - - - - 10 

Anthrax, - - 1 

Paronychia, - - - 1 

Periostitis, - - 1 

Erysipelas, - - - - 1 

Rheumatism, - - - 6 

Lumbago, - - - ' 

Synovitis, - - - 3 

Disease of knee-j oint, - - 4 

Scrofula, - - - - 1 

Urticaria, - - - - 1 

Observation, - - - 30 

Total, - - - - 218 



The following table shows the ages, dates of conviction, reception, at 
Spike Island prison, of admission to hospital, and of death, and the 
diseases of the patients that died during the year 1871. 



Number 
on tho 
Register. 


Initials 

of 

Name. 


Age. 


Data 

of 

Conviction. 


Date of 
Reception 
at 

Spike Island. 


Date of 
Admission to 
Hospital. 


Date 

of 

Death. 


Causo of Death. 


9,385 


M.H. 


4G 


1855. 

23rd Mar. 


1856. . 
10th. June 


1871. 

12 th Feb. 


1871. 

1 6th Feb. 


Paralysis. 


13,212 ' 


j. &. 


61 


1868. 
9th June. 


1869. 

20th Feb. ; 


1871. 

22nd July. 


1871. 
18th Aug. 


Asthma and Bronchitis. 


12,899 


J. 'W. 


51 


1866. 
22nd Oct. 


1869. 

1 4th Feb. 


1871. 

1 st Nov. 


1871. 
2nd Nov. 


Epilepsy. 


12,493 


P. F. 


37 


1864. 

L 1th April. 


1864. 
23rd Dec. 


1871. 
20th Nov. 


1871. 

30 th Nov. 


Typhus Fever. 



Number of prisoners at Spike Island Prison, ] st January, 1871, 694 

- » ,, received from Mountjoy Prison during the 

year, *• - - - - 161 

Received for Cork County Gaol, 1 



Total, - - - 856 
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Removed to other prisons or discharged during tlie year, - 155 

Died during the year, 4 

Total, - - 159 

Daily average number of prisoners in custody during the year, 694'832 

Number of applicants for extern treatment during the year, - 13,959 

Number that received treatment, - 12,539 

Daily average of sick treated as externs during the year, - 34 

,, ,, ,, for 1870, - - 60 

,, ,, ,, in hospital during the year, 11 '434 

,, „ ,, for 1870, - . 15-046 

Number of prisoners treated in punishment cells, - - 155 

Number in custody on the 31st December, 1871, - - 697 

On examination of the foregoing returns I feel myself warranted in 
stating that the health of the prisoners generally has been as good as in 
former years. 

The admissions to hospital were less by 100 than in the year 1870, 
and during more than three-fourths of the period the prison maybe said 
to have been free from any disease of a contagious or infections nature. 

Four deaths occurred within the year, a mortality considerably below 
one per cent, of a prison population, comprising invalids as well as able- 
bodied men. 

Between the 6th November and the 1st December, one-third of the 
twenty-four cases registered under the head of “ Continued Fever” were 
admitted to hospital ; these were decidedly of an infectious character, 
and presented the symptoms of low typhus and typhoid fever in equal 
numbers ; but as nearly two months have now elapsed since the recep- 
tion of the last case, I think myself justified in regarding the outbreak 
as past. 

I have anxiously sought for the cause of the appearance of diseases 
which X had never before seen amongst the prisoners during the sixteen 
years that I have had medical charge of the establishment. I could find 
nothing either in the quality or quantity of the articles of diet to account 
for it. I frequently inspected the bread, milk, meat, iic., and I am 
satisfied they were as good as those supplied in preceding years. The 
ventilation also is good. 

In the early part of the summer the water in the main tank became 
polluted, but I could not attribute it to this cause, as the fact of its im- 
purity was immediately observed, a stop put to its further use at once, 
and an abundant supply of pure water procured from the springs and 
other tanks on the island. It is extremely difficult, therefore, to offer 
any certain solution of the matter, hut it is not possible that, whilst 
efforts were being made to get at the cause of the “ water pollution,” and 
the several sewers were being inspected for leakages, some foul gases may 
have been evolved with injurious results. 

The cases admitted under the head “Observation” were those prin- 
cipally of the weak-minded class. These men are at all times most diffi- 
cult of management, but more especially in a “ public works prison 
where strict discipline must be kept in view. They are constantly com- 
mitting breaches of it, and they are unfit subjects in many instances for 
any punishment. For my opinion with reference to these prisoners, I 
would refer you to my report of the year 1862, being that in which their 
transfer took place, together with all the invalids, from Philipstown to 
Spike Island. . 

Twenty-two convicts were removed from Mountjoy Prison to Spike 
Island during the year on. medical grounds , and fifteen of these were in- 
valids. 
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Fifty-nine officers of the prison staff were treated during the year j 6 
of them were in hospital twice, and 1 on three occasions. I regret to 
be obliged to acid that 3 cases terminated fatally, viz., those of Warders 
Sullivan, Mooney, and Cotter. The first-named died of fever terminating 
in acute bronchitis of a phthisical character. Warder Mooney suffered 
from a head affection, and I have been informed by Doctor Lafebuer, who 
was acting as my substitute during leave, that Warder Cotter’s death 
was caused by congestion of the lungs. 

The Resident Apothecary has been attentive and zealous in the per- 
formance of his duties. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. H. Kelly, Medical Superintendent. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 
January 11th, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my report for the year 
ending 31st December, 1871. 

Within that period Divine service was celebrated fifty-five times, 
Lord’s Supper administered on four occasions, prisoners catechised forty- 
one times, hospital visited on ninety occasions, also solitary cells when 
necessary. 

I have nothing particular to communicate, as everything goes on with 
the strictest regularity, and the prisoners’ conduct has been on the whole 
most satisfactory.] their religious duties being also engaged in with be- 
coming attention and reverence. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient, 

Joseph G. Bouchier. 

Directors of Government Prisons, 

Castle, Dublin. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island, 1st January, 1872, 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit to you my report for the 
year ending 31st December, 1871, which is my twenty-third annual re- 
port as the R. C. Chaplain of this prison. 

I beg to state that my experience of the past year enables me to vary 
in no important feature the statements in my report of the preceding 
year. I feel pleasure, however, in renewing the expression of my satis- 
faction at the conduct of the prisoners under my spiritual care. I can 
bear testimony to their having diligently availed themselves of the 
opportunities afforded them to approach the holy sacraments regularly, 
and to their having assiduously discharged their other religious obliga- 
tions. Their demeanour in chapel was always reverential and edifying, 
and their conduct in the wards and on the public works was generally 
submissive and satisfactory. I speak of them as a body, for there were 
some exceptions, as usual ] hut, I am happy to say, that they were few 
among so large a number of persons of their class. On the whole I 
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convinced that the religious teaching and services, and the general dis- Si-ike 
cipline of the prison, have been as' successful during the past year as p^”_ 

during any former year. At all events I feel hound to say that nothing ‘ " 

could exceed the anxious vigilance and unceasing labours of the Inspec- 

tor and Governor, and of all the disciplined officers, in order to produce aaplalt’s 

that happy result. Report. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient servant, 

T. F. Lyons, 

Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



ASSISTANT ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 
[This report is not printed, it contains irrelevant matters.] 



Assistant 

Roman 

Catholic 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Freely- 

■ ■ terian 

Spike Island, 6th. January, 1872. Chaplain's 

r Report. 

Gentlemen, — I keg leave to lay before you my report for the year 
1871. 

The year just ended has passed over in the regular and uninterrupted 
discharge of my duties from week to week, and in no year have they 
been more agreeable to me or more encouraging. While paying due 
attention to all the prisoners of my charge, there are some in which I 
take a hopeful interest, and I have the knowledge of more than one now 
earning an honest livelihood as peaceable and useful subjects of the realm, 
who once occupied the same seats, and to whom I have alluded in former 
reports as then giving promise of better things in time to come. ^ In the 
pleasing anticipation of similar results, I continue the work assigned to 
me, striving to carry it on with the considerateness on the one hand, and 
the - caution on the other, which that of my fellow-creatures committed to 
my teaching so peculiarly require. 

I earnestly endeavour to put simply before them the wonderful mercy 
and love set forth in the glorious Gospel of the blessed Saviour, and it is 
on the power of this I found the hope that, as almost all of them listen 
to it with docile attention, the Divine blessing will make it effectual to 
the eternal safety of some, and to enable them to bring forth the proper 
fruits of their renewal in a sober and honest life. 

I have regularly visited the prisoners in the punishment cells, and 
those sick in hospital. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient servant, 

W. J. Kertland, ll.d;, 
Presbyterian Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Convict Prison, 
January, IS 72. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with, your directions, I have the honour 
to submit my annual report for 1871. 

At the close of the past year the number on the school roll was 199, 
of whom 17 were in the first or lowest class, 74 in the second, and 108 
in the third or highest, all of whom were writing on paper. As usual 
such prisoners as are able to read and write sufficiently well for all 
practical purposes, with people in their station of life, are exempt from 
school attendance ; and according as the other convicts respectively attain 
the necessary qualifications, they are promoted to the exempt class. 

During the past year, fewer applications have been made by prisoners 
attending school to get exempted from further attendance, and there 
has been a large increase in the number of applicants belonging to the 
exempt class for permission to again attend school. These opposite 
desires arise in some part from the love of change, which is known to 
exist so universally amongst convicts. But on the part of the great 
majority of those apparently anxious to attend, the desire to improve is 
doubtless the principal motive. The applications from prisoners in the 
exempt class being so numerous, and having been complied with to the 
greatest possible extent (all the schools being now, and for a considerable 
time past fully occupied), that many of the applicants have been unavoid- 
ably ke])t waiting for vacancies to occur ; and so strong is the desire to 
possess the privilege, that week after week the applications are again 
and again renewed. 

The prisoners of the exempt class attending school seem in general 
very fond of writing, and take the greatest pains to improve their pen- 
manship. Ho facility for wilting being allowed in the cells, the oppor- 
tunity afforded in the school-room for this purpose would appear to he the 
chief attraction. But their efforts in the work of self-improvement are 
not confined to this particular branch. Upon the four or five evenings 
in the week that they have no opportunity of going to school, I have 
reason to believe that they utilize their leisure, after their hard day’s 
work, at profitable reading and study in their respective cells, where 
every requisite is furnished to them, except, as has been mentioned, 
materials for writing on paper. In the school-room, while every reason- 
able assistance is given them, the schoolmaster regards the instruction of 
the prisoners learning to read and write as of paramount importance ; 
these convicts constitute the regular school classes, and require his almost 
exclusive care, attention, and instruction. 

The prisoners in general, I am happy to report, conduct themselves 
in a very becoming manner at school — evincing a desire to learn, co- 
operating with the schoolmaster, dilligently applying themselves to then- 
lessons, and patiently and perseveringly endeavouring to overcome the 
difficulties before them. Their progress is very satisfactory. 

Library books continue to be issued, as usual on Saturdays, to the pri- 
soners capable of reading them. Two volumes have been recently added 
to the library, which being inadequate of itself to the growing require- 
ments of the prison — the advance of education gradually swelling the 
numbers able to read — it continues to be supplemented by such of the 
excellent school books as partake of the character of a library book. 
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In. conclusion, I feel bound in justice to my colleague, Mr. Ryan, to Spike 
testify that he discharges his difficult duties as hitherto, -with Ms usual 
real and efficiency. 

. I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Edward M'Gauran, Head Schoolmaster. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



HOUNTJOY FEMALE CONVICT PRISON. 



Had it not been for the persistent misconduct of a small body Report. 
of prisoners whose violent and mischievous behaviour, not only 
brought punishment upon themselves, hut in some instances induced 
other prisoners to commit themselves, the conduct of the convicts 
might have been stated to have been satisfactory. As remarked 
last year, it will be quite impossible in a Female Prison to put a 
stop to the practices of destroying clothing, bedding, glass, and 
other public property, until the prisoners are aware that such 
conduct will certainly entail a long additional imprisonment 
upon them ; at present a very light punishment could be legally 
inflicted. The cost to the public of this destruction of clothing, 

&c., is very considerable in the Female Prison. 

The health of the prisoners during the year has been good. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been generally 
satisfactory. One was dismissed, one died, and four were dis- 
charged upon abolition of office. It is right to remark here that 
the present system of appointing the officers is far from satis- 
factory. It is impossible for the Directors to decide merely from 
written testimonials — testimonials generally given by persons 
quite uneonversant with prison arrangements — whether the 
applicants are suitable or not for prison officers ; far more than a 
good character is necessary to make a suitable prison officer — 
good temper, firmness, and some desire, at least, to influence the 
convicts for their good, should be pursued by prison matrons. 
Until some change is made in the system of appointing the officers 
of the Female Prison, there will he very great difficulty in 
working it satisfactorily. 

During the past year the tailoring for the entire convict service, 
including officers’ uniforms, has been done at the Female Prison. 

The introduction of the Tailoring Class is beneficial to the convicts, 
as it teaches them a lucrative trade (in most cases also the use of the 
sewing-machine), and results in some saving to the public, the male 
convicts hitherto employed as tailors being placed in the Public 
Works. Probably it might he worthy of attention whether 
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tailoring work for the Public Service, now done by contract, might 
not, to some extent, be done in the Female Convict Prison; the 
prices paid by contractors for needlework at present being 
almost rrnremunerative. 

Shoemaking has been discontinued in this Prison; it was 
found unsuitable to the Female convicts, besides on discharge 
women could not obtain employment as shoemakers in Ireland. 

No change in the dietary has taken place since the last 
Report. 

The arrangements as to convicts proceeding to Refuges, remain 
unchanged. The Golden-bridge Refuge has been as hitherto a 
most valuable .assistance ; and without undervaluing the assist- 
ance given at the Shelter, Harcourt-road, it is much to be regretted 
that a somewhat similar institution to Golden-bridge, is not 
available for the Protestant and Presbyterian Convicts. 

The Prison buildings remain unchanged. 

The usual Reports and Statistics, from the Superintendent, 
Medical Officer, the Chaplains, and the Head Schoolmistress are 
attached. 

Patrick Joseph Murray, \ „ 

J. Barlow, Directors. 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Eemale Prison, 
31st January, 1872. 

Sm : — I have the honour to forward to you my annual report of this 
establishment for the year ending 31st December, 1871. 

There has been many changes in the staff during the past year. 
Principal Matron, Mrs. Spence, has been obliged to leave the service 
from ill health. I regret the loss of an intelligent and efficient officer, 
so well suited for the onerous post she held here. Eour matrons were 
discharged on abolition of office ; one died, whose vacancy was not 
filled up ; one resigned, and one was dismissed. 

The weak-minded and invalid classes continue to be treated as here- 
tofore, and I am happy to say, with equal success. 

The nursery has again been opened, but is very much more limited 
than formerly ■ there are at present eleven children there who will be 
removed from the prison, and sent to be nursed, when at the proper 
age for doing so. 

During the past year shoemaking has been discontinued, and tailoring 
on a very large scale has been established. The male officers’ uniform 
and clothing for all the male prisoners is now made by the female 
convicts. The addition to the staff of a master tailor, and the introduc- 
tion of sewing-machines, enables us to turn out a large quantity of 
work in a most creditable manner. The prisoners show a great desire 
to learn this branch of industry, and many hope to earn an honest living 
by it on discharge. 
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The prisoners again wear the classification badges on their arm ; these Mountyoy 
■were discontinued for some time, but I am of opinion the resumption of 
them is calculated to have a very good effect on their conduct. Piiisox 

The school continues to be worked in a satisfactory manner. The — — 

teachers are zealous and efficient, and the School Inspector reports 
favourably of it. The assistant school matron was discharged on the jtrpori. 

31 st March, on the abolition of her office. 

I have the honor to he, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Delia J. Lidwill, Superintendent. 



I certify that the rules laid down for the government of the prison 
have been complied with during the past year, except in such cases as 
have been reported to, or brought under the notice of the Directors. 

Delia J. Lidwill, Superintendent. 



Capt. Barlow, 

Director of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



Convicts. 

- 333 

- 93 



Return of tlie Number of Convicts received and disposed of 
during the year 1871. 

In custody, 1st January, 1871, 

Received during the year, - 

Born in the prison, - 

Total, - 

Discharged, sentence completed, - 

Discharged, sentence commuted, - # “ 

Discharged on completion of period of imprisonment 
equal to that portion of their sentences that remained 
un expired -when they were released on licence, 

Discharged by order of Court of Queen’s Bench, 

Discharged on. licence, - - " 

Transferred to Refuges, viz.: — Roman Catholic, 48; 

Protestant, 8, 

Transferred to lunatic asylum, - 

Died, ------ ~ 

Sent to nurse, 

Total disposed of, - - - 1 03 

Remaining in custody, 31st December, 1871, - 323 



3 

1 

18 

50 

2 

5 



Children. 

7 

4 

2 

13 



2 

2 

11 



Sentences 
Transportation— Life, 

Penal Servitude— Life, 

„ 15 years, 

„ 14 ,, 

„ 10 „ 



of Prisoners now in Custody. 

4 Penal Servitude— 7 years, 
3 »» 5 f» 

1 

2 Total, 

- 20 



- 191 
. - 102 

- 323 
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AGES OF PRISONERS NOW IN CUSTODY. 

15 years and under 20 years, - 8 



20 


25 „ 


28 


25 


„ 30 „ 


- 70 


30 


„ 35 ,, 


- 67 


35 


40 „ 


- 61 


40 


j» 45 ,, 


- 35 


45 years 


and upwards, 


54 




Total, 


- 323 



Age on conviction of youngest prisoner, 
16 years and 9 months. 

Age on conviction of oldest prisoner, 68 
years. 



N UMBER OF PRISONERS NOW IN CUSTODY 
WHO WERE CONVICTED IN THE FOL- 
LOWING YEARS. 



In the year, 1851, 


- 


- 


_ 


1 


,, 1853, 


- 


- 




1 


„ 1856, 


_ 


- 


_ 


1 


,, 1857, 


- 


- 




1 


„ 1862, 


- 


_ 


_ 


2 


,, 1863, 


- 


- 


_ 


2 


,, 1864, 


- 


- 


_ 


2 


,, 1865, 


- 


- 


_ 


20 


,, 1 866, 


- 


_ 


_ 


27 


,, 1867, 


_ 


- 


_ 


30 


,, 1868, 


- 


- 


- 


63 


,, 1869, 


- 




- 


47 


,, 1870, 


_ 


. 


- 


55 


,, 187 J, 




- 


- 


71 


Total, 


- 


- 


- 


323 



Crimes of Prisoners now in Custody. 



Administering poison with intent to 



murder, - - - - 1 

Arson, - - - - 1 

Assault and robbery, - - 4 

Burglary, - - - - 4 

Burglary and robbery, - 4 

By force and fraud detaining a child 
under 14 years of age, - - 1 

Child stealing, - - - 1 

Coining, - - - - 1 

Felony, and previous conviction, - 3 

Feloniously receiving stolen goods, 2 

Having coining tools in possession, 1 

Highway robbery', - - 2 

Larceny, - - - - 99 

Larceny after previous conviction, - 49 



Larceny after previous conviction 



for felony, - - - 35 

Larceny from the person, - - 59 

Malicious assault, - - - 3 

Manslaughter, - - - 4 

Murder, - - - - 6 

Obtaining goods by false pretences, 3 
Receiving stolen goods, - - 8 

Robbery, - - - - ii 

Stealing from the person, - - 20 

Subsequent felony, - - - 4 

Uttering base coin, - - - 1 

Writing threatening letters, - 1 

Total, - - - 323 



Estimated Value of Prisoners’ Labour for the year ended 31st December, 
1871. 



How employed. 


A forage 
No. of 
Prisoners 
omployed daily. 


Estimated 
Value of the 
Work per- 
formed. 


Sewing and knitting prison materials, * - !l 

Sewing for customers, 46,616 shirts made, - „ - 

Shoemaking, - - - - ! 

Tailoring, ------ 

"Washing prison clothing, bedding, &c., 
for Mountjoy- Male Prison, - 
„ for Lusk Prison, - 

i, for Government Prisons’ Office, 

„ . for prison officers, - 

„ for Royal Irish Constabulary Dei At, * 

Cooking, nursing, cleaning, picking fibre, monitresses 
in school, hone breaking, for 302 working days, at 
8d. per day, ------ 


j- 183-34 -j 
8*30 
2:1- 10 

> 

- 27-53 

58*83 


£ S. d. 

178 2 10 
430 2 5 
11 17 3 
2!9 7 6 
428 16 5 

125 2 9 

16 5.10 

8 16 7 
34 18 3 

126 9 0 

592 4 4 


Total, - 


302-1U 


2,174 3 S 


Daily average number of prisoners in custody during the year, - 
Per-eentage on prison population working, - 

i, ,, in punishment, 

, f „ sick or infirm, 


333*720 

90-557 

2-522 

6-921 



Delia J. Lid will, Superintendent. 
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MEDICAL OFFICERS EEPOB.T. 

Mountjoy Female Convict Prison, Convict 

January, 1872. Prison. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour of submitting the medical report of 
this prison for the past year ; and in doing so it affords me great plea- Report. 
sure to state that, on the whole, the health of the prisoners has been 
satisfactory. 

Although various epidemics and contagious diseases have prevailed in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the prison, and in the metropolis, I am 
happy to say no case has occurred among the prisoners. I have adopted 
all the precautionary measures within my power to protect the prison 
from the introduction of any of these epidemics ; and I have also had 
recourse to vaccination and to re- vaccination where it appeared to me to 
be necessary. The principal prevailing complaints were catarrhal affec- 
tions caused by atmospheric influences, and some severe cases of chronic 
bronchitis were treated in hospital; and although the admissions to 
hospital have been considerably less than in the preceding year, or than 
the three previous years, and the complaining sick have also somewhat 
diminished in number, yet, owing to the protracted nature of chronic 
bronchitis, and of its tendency to recur after subsidence for a time, I am 
obliged to retain the prisoners suffering from this troublesome disease in 
hospital, most of them nearly the whole year round, which has increased 
the daily average number of sick in hospital to eighteen, against twelve 
last year. 

There were five deaths during the year, two from cancer, two from 
consumption, and one from disease of the heart. 

There were only two cases of insanity requiring removal to the Criminal 
Lunatic Asylum — one, convict H. G., 1,526, received from Galway Gaol 
on the 31st March, 1866, was brought into hospital early on the morn- 
ing of the 26th March last, evidently in a fearful state of perturbation, 
and in a severe shivering fit. Next day she appeared quite well ; but 
on the following day she was observed to be strange in her manner, which 
daily increased until she became violent and mischievous. Her delusions 
took a religious turn, such as fancying herself to be an archangel, whom 
we should not touch with our polluted hands, and that all her acts were 
done under divine inspiration. She was removed to the Asylum on the 
17th of May folio-wing. 

The other— convict E. H., 1 , 061 , was received from Ennis Gaol on the 
20th November, 1862. She was of a very sullen disposition. For 
some months previous to her removal I had her placed in the open class 
for invalids and weak-minded ; but as she became very insubordinate, and 
laboured under the delusion that she was an object of persecution by her 
fellow-prisoners, and the subject of plots formed against her life, it was 
found necessary to remove her to the Asylum for treatment on the 10 
of November last. . , , . 

In this, as in my former report, I have to remark on the unavoi a e 
existence of a class of women in the prison, who, although not fit sub- 
jects for a lunatic asylum, are, nevertheless, from mental affections, unfit 
to be subjected to the strict rules and discipline of the prison. ave, 
therefore, in every case of this kind which has come under my o serva- 
tion during the past year, caused her to be removed to the class w ic 
has been established to meet the peculiar circumstances of such cases, 
and which are certainly very embarrassing to the medical officer^ 

Independently of this class to which I have alluded, I regre o say 

0 
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Mountjot that there are a few women in the prison of violent, turbulent, and in- 
Female corr jgible dispositions, upon whom neither p un ishment, kindness, nor 
Prison? moral influence of any kind appears to have the slightest effect. "They 

- — break out into acts of violence, as if impelled by an irresistible impulse 

Offi 100 ' i° do all the mischief they can ; and as they thus subject themselves to 

Report! so much punishment by reduction of diet and close confinement, it is not 

a little difficult for the medical officer, bearing in mind “ the peculiar 
irritability and almost morbid excitability attendant on the menstrual 
periods,” to preserve their health, due regard had at the same time for the 
maintain ance of discipline. 

Two attempts at suicide were made by two of the prisoners, which, in 
my opinion, were only feigned and intended to excite sympathy as well 
as to cause anxiety to those who had them in charge. 

One death occurred among the matrons from conjestion of the lungs, 
and one was discontinued in the service on medical grounds. Although 
several have been treated both in the hospital and on the sick list, yet 
the health of the staff generally has been satisfactory. 

I beg to mention most favourably the hospital matron and the assist- 
ant, for the careful and efficient manner in which they have performed 
their respective duties. 

The number of prisoners treated both in and out of hospital, the 
diseases affecting the former, with their termination in recovery, re- 
moval to the lunatic asylum, or in death, will be found in the tables under 
each head. 



I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

James William Young, m.d., Medical Officer. 
To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Table 1. — Hospital Return for the year 1871 . 

Number of Prisoners in custody, 1st January, 1871, - 

j» i9 received during the year, - 

» Patients in hospital, 1st January, 1871, - 

j, ,, admitted during the year, ~ - 

»» ,> discharged from hospital, ■ - 

t9 99 died in hospital, ------ 

>> „ remaining in hospital, 1st January, 1872, 

Daily average number of sick in hospital during the year. 

Number of times prisoners were prescribed for in the prison, 

Daily average number prescribed for, -• 




Table Ho. 2 — Deaths during the year. 



1 Register 
No. 


Initials. 


BoeeiTed in Prison. 


Admitted to 
Hospital. 


Date of Death. 


Disease. 


1646 

1771 

1898 

1536 

1479 


B .M'D 
M. E. 
C. P. 
M. E. 
B. M. 


16 July, 1867, 

5 April, 1869, 
13 Jan., 1871, 
20 April, 1866, 
4 Nov., 1865, 


21 April, 1871, 
19 Oct., 1869, 

16 Jan., 1871, 

17 Dec., 1870, 
28 Sept., 1870, 


7 June, 1871, 

13 June, 1871, 

14 July, 1871, 
16 Sept., 1871, 

5 Nov., 1871, 


Phthisis, aente. 
Phthisis, chronic. 
Cancer uteri. 
Disease of Heart. 
Cancer of Stomach. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Frisons for Ireland. 35 



Table No. 3. 

Convicts transferred to D undrum Lunatic Asylum during the year. 



2 . 

.2 o 

sfc 

s 


Initials. 


Rccoivedin Prison. 


Where 

convicted. 


Date of conviction, j 


! Date Bent 

to Asylum. 


1526 

1061 


H. G. 
E. H. 


31 Mar., 1866, 
20 Not., 1862, 


Galway, 

Ennis, 


21 Mar., 1866, 
17 Oct., 1862, 


17 May, 1871. 
11 Oct., 1871. 



Table No. 4. 

Diseases of those admitted to Hospital during the year. 



Ophthalmia, 


- 


- 


- 


3 


Diarrhoea, - 


_ 


_ 


_ 


5 


Debility, 


_ 


- 


- 


4 


Influenza, - 


- 


- 


- 


4 


Kheumatism, 


- 


- 


- 


7 


Piles, 




_ 


. 


2 


Catarrh, 


- 


- 


- 


33 


' Asthma, 


_ 


- 


_ 


3 


Febrile, 


- 


- 


- 


17 


Gastrodynia, 


. 


- 


- 


4 


Bronchitis, - 


- 


- 


- 


16 


Scabies 


- 


- 


- 


2 


Abscess, 


- 


_ 


. 


5 


Inflamed bursa of knee joint. 


_ 


1 


Parnlis, 


_ 


_ 


_ 


7 


Pneumonia, . 


- 


_ 


- 


2 


Dementia, - 


„ 


_ 




4 


Thread-worms, 




_ 


_ 


1 


Syphilis, 




- 


_ 


4 


Tonsilitis, - 


_ 


_ 


- 


4 


Colic, 


- 


- 


. 


2 


Obstipation, 


- 


- 


- 


1 


Bilious attacks. 


- 


- 


_ 


8 


Contusion, - 


-• 




- 


1 


Whitlow, 
Observation, for, 


_ 


- 


- 


7 


Epilepsy, - 


- 


- 




1 


- 


- 


- 


7 


Wry, neck, - 


- 


- 


- 


.1 


Neuralgia, - 


- 


_ 


_ 


5 


Pleuritis, 


- 


- 


_ 


1 


Ulcers, - 


_ 




_ 


3 


Jaundice, - 


- 


• 




1 


Earache, 






. 


1 


Disease of heart, 


- 


- 


« 


1 


Uterine, 

Anthrax, 


° 


- 


- 


3 

2 


Dropsy, 


■ 


■ 


■ 


1 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Female Prison, 
January, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — During the year just passed away, the duties of my 
chaplaincy have heen discharged with the attentive care which is neces- 
sary to the due performance of them. 

The lady visiters have continued to give their valuable assistance in 
the effort to promote the moral and spiritual improvement of the women, 
and in the endeavour to induce them to profit by the prison discipline. 
The Superintendent and her officers have aided us in every way in which 
they were required. * * 

I have to acknowledge your accustomed courtesy at all times in which 
I have had occasion to make application to you. 

I remain your obedient servant, 

David Stuart, Protestant Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Government Prisons. 

G 2 
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Female 
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Prison. 
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Report. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC. CHAPLAINS’ REPORT. 

Mountj oy Female Prison. 

February 8th, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — In submitting the report of our chaplaincy for 1871, we 
are happy to give expression to our convictions that our labours — notably 
increased by morning instructions, public prayers, and solemn funeral ser- 
vices — have improved the moral and religious condition of the prisoners. 
The close of the year was especially satisfactory, when all having been 
exhorted to approach the Holy Sacraments, eagerly availed themselves, 
with but few exceptions, of the opportunity offered them, and fifty cele- 
brated Christmas Lay by an edifying general Communion. 

The Christmas festival was a time of exceptional tranquillity in the 
prison, the kind pardon extended by the Directors to those undergoing 
punishment contributing efficaciously to the general contentment. A 
like exercise of clemency on a former occasion, produced even better and 
more lasting results. We cannot, indeed, but be convinced by reason 
and experience, that mercy and gentleness shown to officers and prisoners, 
will assuredly promote that efficiency in the former and that reform in 
the latter which severity and harshness will never obtain. 

We are much indebted to the Sisters of Mercy for their continued 
visits and instructions, and much more for the great work going on in 
their Refuge. 

Our best thanks are due to the courteous attention of the Directors, 
as also to the Superintendent and other officials, especially to those who 
have charge of our vestry, sacred chant, and hospital visits. 

We desire, in fine, to testify our gratitude to the Most Rev. Dr. Con- 
roy, late chaplain, for the good dispositions bequeathed by him to the 
officers and prisoners, none of whom are likely to forget the hearty earnest- 
ness with which he ever cared for them. 

We have the honour to remain, gentlemen. 

Your obedient servants, 

Geo. Btokeeidge, 1 Cat]lolic chaplains. • 
Barth. FitzPatrick, J * 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Presby* 
terian 
Chaplain' 3 
Report. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT 

12, Mountpelier-hill, 

January, 1872. 



Gentlemen, — I have to report that during the past year I have con- 
ducted 105 services, all of which were attended by all the prisoners 
under my care. 

At the beginning of the year I had seven prisoners, but during the 
year four were discharged, and there are at present but two under my 
charge. 

This fact that there are but two convicts out of the entire female 
Presbyterian population of Ireland, is, I assure you, very gratifying to 
me, and I am sure is equally so to you, and must be to the country 
in general. 
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X have not had a single complaint to make against any prisoner ; all Mountjoy 
have conducted themselves with propriety, and received gratefully the ^ EMALE 
instruction that I was enabled to give them. Pniso? 

Nothing could exceed the attention that has been paid me by the 

Superintendent and all the officers of the Institution. ferial' 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, ' 

S. G-. Morrison, Presbyterian Chaplain. 



The Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



SCHOOLMISTRESS'S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Female Prison, 

2oth January, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your instructions I have the honour 
of presenting my report on the educational department of this prison for 
the year ended 31st 'December, 1871. 

In April last, owing to a reduction in the staff, the services of one of 
the teachers (Mrs. Bright) were discontinued. This necessiated a slight 
change in the school arrangements, which change was, upon my recom- 
mendation, approved of by Captain Barlow. 

Prior to the reduction of the teaching staff, all the prisoners in the 
lock-up classes, that is all in the probation, second, and third classes, 
attended school simultaneously for two and a half hours each day, viz : 
from two to half-past four, p.ai. In order to suit the diminished teach- 
ing power it was considered advisable to sub-divide this large division 
into two smaller ones, the first consisting of all the prisoners in the 
second and third discipline classes, to attend from two to three, and the 
second consisting of those prisoners in the probation class, to attend from 
three to half-past four o’clock each day. _ . 

The present arrangement has worked very satisfactorily since its 
adoption in May last. In the former arrangement, besides the inevit- 
able noise caused by so many prisoners assembled at the same time, I 
found that they generally became listless and inattentive towards the 
end of the two and a half hours, and did not appear to take so lively an 
interest in the subjects which engaged their attention, as they now take 
when they are only half the time in school. Discipline and good [order 
are much more easily maintained by the present arrangement, and the 
teachers are enabled to render their instructions more effective, and to 
exercise a stricter surveillance over the prisoners under their respective 
charges. 

The highest number on the roll during the year was 304, and the 
daity average attendance during the same period was 167. 

The -number newly admitted during the year was 78, and of these 46 
were wholly illiterate. The remainder, though able to read, were able 
to do so only very imperfectly, and not at all with ease or correctness. 

During the year 21 prisoners were promoted from the First to the 
Second Book, 28 from the Second to the Third, and 22 from the Third to 
the Fourth or highest book. These numbers indicate the actual pro- 
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Mouutjoy 'motions from one book to the other, but they do not show the pro- 
Femalb £ c iency made by the prisoners not promoted, which was very consider- 
PhisoSI able, though not sufficient to warrant their removal to a higher class. 

* On the 31st December there were 18 prisoners able to read the First 
School- ^ Book fairly, but not so well as to quafify for removal to the Second 
Report. 1 Book. These prisoners all entered the prison wholly illiterate as well 
as those who were promoted to the Second Book as above stated. From 
this it will be seen that 39 prisoner’s who did not know a letter on the 
1st January were able to read on the 31st December, 1871. The pro- 
ficiency of the prisoners in the other subjects taught, viz, writing, writ- 
ing from dictation, arithmetic, and geography, was very satisfactory. 

As a general rule prisoners manifest a great desire to learn to write, 
and accordingly their progress in this important subject bas been very 
considerable. Visitors to tbe school from time to time have expressed * 
their admiration of the prisoner’s writing. On the other hand female 
prisoners evince a strong dislike for arithmetic. It appears to them dry. 
uninviting, and difficult, and the teachers experience great difficulty in 
inducing them to apply themselves to this subject. However, when 
they see the importance and utility of a knowledge of arithmetic in the 
everyday affairs of life, their prejudices gradually disappear, and once 
they take an interest in the subject they make fair progress afterwards. 

All the prisoners, even those who cannot read, are taught to calculate 
mentally. Geography, though second in importance to reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, is a subject in which prisoners take a great interest. All, 
down to the second class, are taught the geography of Ireland, and those 
in the higher classes are very familiar with it, as well as with the outlines 
and general features of the map of the world. 

The prisoners are regularly exercised in writing from dictation as a 
good means of enabling them to express their ideas intelligibly, and of 
spelling correctly. I should be able to report greater progress in this 
and the other subjects were it not that those prisoners who can read 
and write fairly, and express their ideas with tolerable correctness, are not 
allowed to attend school after they have attained that degree of pro- 
ficiency. 

The regulation that each prisoner should be able to read and write in 
order to be eligible for removal to tbe Refuges bas been adhered to during 
tbe year. This regulation since its introduction bas bad a very good 
effect, and has afforded the strongest inducement to exertion on the part 
of the prisoners. Those removed to the Refuges during the year were 
all fully up to the standard, except a few who were mentally or 
physically incapacitated, and whose cases were specially brought under 
the notice of Captain Barlow'. These latter were allowed to join upon 
my showing Captain Barlow that their disqualification was not 
owing to neglect or inattention on their part, but to causes over which 
they had no control. 

The conduct of the prisoners in school has been very good during the 
year. I am glad to be able to report that I bad had occasion to 
report only one prisoner for misconduct during that time. This, gentle- 
men, is satisfactory, and affords strong evidence that the prisoners 
appreciate the advantages which the school holds out, and that they are 
most careful not to forfeit such advantages by misconduct. 

In addition to the instruction of the prisoners in the subjects already 
enumerated, the teachers deem it an important part of their duty to take 
every opportunity of impressing on the prisoner’s minds the necessity of 
subordination to the authority of those placed over them, of submission 
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to tbe rules and regulations of tlie prison, and the benefits they may 
realize by steady and persevering industry in the different stages of 
their prison career. Such instruction I have reason to believe, gentle* 
men, has had a very marked effect, and has, I am glad to say, been 
always received with eager thankfulness by the prisoners. 

In conclusion I feel bound to bear my testimony to the exertions, 
zeal, and attention of the other teachers during the year. They have 
co-operated with me in every way to promote the mental and moral im- 
provement of the prisoners. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Mary Dwyer, Head Schoolmistress. 



Mountjoy 
. Femat.k 
Convict 
.Prison. 

.School - 
vv stress's 
Repot t. 



The Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



LUSK INTERMEDIATE PRISON. 

liOSK 

Intjsesie- 

DIATE 

Prison. • 

The arrangements of this prison have remained unchanged, n<reiw 
During the past year the daily average number of prisoners has Rcpmt. 
been 61 ; there were released on licence 97. 

The manner in which the prisoners have been dealt with has been 
satisfactory, and the results as shown by the prisoners’ conduct 
and industry, are very creditable to the Superintendent and the 
staff. 

It was necessary during the year to remove but two prisoners 
for misconduct ; one prisoner escaped during the year, but was 
retaken on the evening of the same day. 

The health of the prisoners has been good. 

The prisoners have been chiefly employed in agricultural 
labour, tradesmen excepted, who have been employed at their 
trades ; some few also were employed in building a lodge for the 
Superintendent. 

Owing to the prevalence of distemper, it was decided to reduce 
the stock of cattle on the farm, as much as possible, a few cows 
only being kept to provide the milk issued to the prisoners. 

This has, of course, to some extent diminished the profits of the 
farm. 



The usual reports from the Chaplains, Medical Officer, Superin- 
tendent, and Schoolmaster are attached. 

During the year, the agent for discharged convicts, Mr. Crowe, 
has given every assistance to any convicts on licence or discharge 
who needed his services. 



Patrick Joseph Murray, 
J. Barlow, 



| Directors. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Lusk Intermediate Prison, 
26th. January, 1872. 

■ Gentlemen,- — I beg to submit my annual report on the Lusk Convict 
Prison, for 1871. 

The -warders have discharged their duties very satisfactorily. 

■Warder Clinton retired from the service through ill health. 

The industry and moral conduct of the convicts have been very good, 
and many reformed men have passed through during the year. The 
open field employment on the farm, with absence of artificial prison treat- 
ment, have contributed much to the above results ; and it is pleasing to 
witness the best feeling of the convict heart brought out by kind 
treatment. 

The daily average number here for the year has been 61, and the only 
complaints for any misconduct have been two, and of one who absconded 
from his work, and was retaken by the police a few miles from the 
prison huts the same night. The Chaplains have very zealously attended 
to the instruction and spiritual wants of the convicts. 

The Medical Officer attends, assisted by Dr. Mahoney when neces- 
sary, on any of the convicts who may be unwell. 

The school is attended to by Mr. Daly, as usual, after working hours. 
The works of the farm have been all done by convict labour ; the 
prison huts and farm buildings kept in good repair. A new gate-lodge 
has been built by convict labour, and the clothing kept in repair by the 
convicts who have learned trades while passing through the other 
Convict Prisons. 

I regret to have to report that some loss in cattle, by lung distemper, 
has taken place here, and the usual stock of horn cattle has been 
replaced by sheep. 

The breeding and rearing of pigs has been continued during the year, 
and a large number kept here. 

The usual statistics are annexed. 

I certify that the rules of the prison have been complied with, and 
every infringement brought under the notice of the visiting Director. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

R. Gunning, Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Return showing the Number of Convicts in custody during the year ended 
31st December, 1871, and how they have been disposed of. 

In custody 1st January, 1871, - - - - 67 

Received from. Spike Island via Mountjoy, - - - 88 

„ from Mountjoy Male Prison, - - - 4 

Total, - - - 159 

Released on licence, - - - - 97 

Discharged unconditionally, - - - - 1 

Absconded, - - - 1 

Removed to Spike Island via Mountjoy, for misconduct, - 2 

»» 4 to Mountjoy Male Prison Hospital, - - - 

Remaining in custody, 31st December, 1871, - - 56 

• Total, - - - .159 
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Sektekces of 92 Convicts received during the year ended 31 st December, 
1871. 



5 years’ penal servitude, -41 

1 .. » 31 

8 „ ,, 2 

10 „ .. ..... 6 

H „ <• ..... 6 

Total, - - 92 



Ages on reception of 92 Convicts received during the year ended 31st Decem- 
ber, 1871. 

Under 20 years, - - - - . _ . 

20 years and under 30, - - _ _ .47 

30 ,, ,,40, - - _ _ . oq 

40 „ „ 50, - _ . 4 

50 „ ,, 60, - - . - 2 

00 years and upwards, - - - _ . Z 

Total, - - 92 



Crimes of 92 Convicts received in 187 1. 



Arson and attempt at arson, - _ , - 4 

[Feloniously setting fire to a dwelling, a person being therein, 1 
Assault occasioning actual bodily harm, - - . - _ 1 

,, and robbery, - - - « 1 

„ and highway robbery, - - - _ 1 

,, under Statute, „ l 

,, with intent to commit a felony, - - - - 1 

Bigamy, - - -- -- --2 

Burglary, - 4 

„ and robbery, - - - - - - 1 

Cattle-stealing, - - - _ - .3 

Embezzlement, - - - - - - 1 

Eorgery, - - -- -- -- I 

Felony and receiving, - - - - - -• 1 

„ and subsequent felony, - - - - - 1 

Housebreaking, - -- -- --1 

,, and robbery, - - - 5 

,, and larceny, - - - - - 2 

Horse-stealing, - - - - - 3 

Larceny, - - - - - - - -23 

,, from person, - - - - - - 3 

,, and former convictions, - - - - - 10 

,, in dwelling, the inmates being put in bodily fear, - l 
Manslaughter, - - - - - - 2 

Military offences, - - - - - - -3 

Rape, - - - - - - - -3 

Pig-stealing, - - - - - - - 1 

Receiving stolen goods, - - - - - -4 

Stealing from the person, - - - - - 1 

,, money from the person, - - - - - - 2 

,, ,, by threats andmenaces, - - - - I 

,, from dwelling, - - - - L 

> , a watch, and former conviction, - - - l 

Sheep-stealing, - 1 

Total, - - 92 



Lusk 

Interne 

DIATE 

Prison. 

Superintend 
dent's 
Report . 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Lose 

Interme- 

diate 

Prison. 

Superinten- 

dent's 

Report. 



Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



42 Eighteenth A a mud Report of the Directors 

Account showing the value of Productive Labour of Prisoners at Lusk for 
the year ended 31st December, 1871. 



Trades. 


Amount. | 


Bomarlcs. 


Tailors, 


£ s. d. 
23 0 0 




Shoemakers, 


73 0 0 




Carpenters, - 


58 10 0 




Coopers, - 


30 15 0 






19 10 0 




Smiths, - 


23 10 0 


Daily average number, - - 61 ’58 


Masons and stone-cutters, 


117 0 0 


Less sick, - . - -0*22 




345 5 0 


61*36 


Forty-eight prisoners em- 
ployed at general farm 
work for fifty-two weeks, 
at 9s. a week, 


1,123 4 0 


Average earning of each effective pri- 


Total, - - - 


1,468 9 0 


soner, £23 1 8s. 8 d. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Lusk Vicarage, 

1st January, 1872. 

Gentlemen", — I have much pleasure in bearing my testimony to the 
excellent manner in which the arrangements of Lusk Prison have been 
carried out during the past year. I have found the prisoners placed 
under my charge uniformly attentive to my spiritual instructions 
delivered once a week in the prison ; and whatever may be the relative 
degrees of religious knowledge which I find them to possess, they are 
always diligent in improvement, ‘attentive, orderly, and respectful. 
Several, but I am sorry to add not all, have been communicants at Lusk 
Church, where they attend Divine Service on Sundays. It is true that 
without the infl uence of God’s grace we can do little, hut I trust and 
pray that in the hearts of some a good foundation has been laid which 
may open them to receive those saving influences, and walk hereafter m 
the holy commandments of our Blessed Redeemer, who willeth not that 
any sinner should perish, but that he should turn from his sins and 
repent unto life everlasting. 

In the discharge of my duties as chaplain, particularly in regard to 
my intercourse with the men, there is one difficulty with which 1 
have constantly to contend, and which indeed is not peculiar to Lusk 
Prison. I mean the great difficulty of gaining an insight into the real 
sentiments of the men. Guarded, suspicious, and disposed to regard 
their Chaplain rather in the light of an official who has a certain per- 
functory duty to perform, they are inclined to disguise their views 
and motives of action, hut occasional] y they reveal their real ways of 
thinking, as it were taken by surprise. I rejoice in such rare oppor- 
tunities, for then I believe, my work of combating prejudice, and placing 
matters in a true light, is most useful, and our conversation turns on 
the stereotyped 'arguments about social tyranny, the injustice and 
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inequality of human institutions, &c., each seeking to cast the blame Lusk 
of Ms fall upon everything and everybody else except himself. Ihtekme 

I need not add to my report further than to state that my thanks are 
due to Mr. Gunning, the pious and excellent Superintendent of the 

Prison, and the other officials, who are always most attentive to me. Protestant 
7 Chaplain's 

I have honor to remain, gentlemen, ' Re/oit. 

Your obedient servant, 

R. 'Wrightsoit, Protestant Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Government Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. «<”'«» 

Catholic 

Lusk, 29th January, 1872. 

Gentlemen,- — It gives me great pleasure to have again to bear testi- 
mony to the excellent manner in wMch the duties of the prison have 
been carried on during the past year. 

The officials, one and all, are kind, courteous, and attentive. It is 
cheering to see the good-will with -which the prisoners enter upon their 
allotted tasks ; as also to observe the order and regularity which reign 
in the prison, and which would contrast favourably with any establish- 
ment in the kingdom. 

The system, at least so far as this prison is concerned, is, I consider, a 
great success, anil I hope that success may be permanent. Indeed I see 
no reason why it should not be so as long as the duties of the prison are 
intrusted to such a staff of good officers, and presided over by such an 
excellent Superintendent as Mr. Gunning, there can be no room to 
apprehend a failure. 

I am, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

N. O’Farrell, p.p. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Lusk, Government Prison, 

1st January, 1872. 

Gentlemen, I have the honour to submit the usual report of the sani- 

tary condition of this prison during the past year. 

The health of the prisoners has been excellent; there was no death, 
nor any case of serious illness. . 

There were only two cases of removal to the Mountjoy Hospital 
during the year. They were — 

A. Edward Kirwan, 2,009. 

B. John Young, 2,001. • 

The huts have been kept in a clean, neat, and wholesome condition, 
and the diet and clothing of the prisoners have been carefully supervised 
by Mr. Gunning and the other officers. It is to these circumstances, as 
well as to your judicious practice of not sending delicate or infirm 
prisoners here, that I attribute, the very satisfactory sanitary condition of 
the establishment during the period reported upon. 



Medical 

Officer's 

Report. 
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The health of the officers and their families has been. good. 

X have again to tender my sincere acknowledgments to my friend Dr. 
Mahony, for his prompt co-operation on all occasions when his services 
were required. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Francis J. B. Quinlan, h.d., t.c.d., 
Medical Superintendent. 

To the Directors of Government Prisons. 



REGISTRAR AND SCHOOL INSTRUCTOR’S REPORT. 

Lusk Convict Prison, 

27th January, 1872. 

Gentlemen, — It has again become my duty to' furnish a report on the 
educational department of this prison, and accordingly I beg leave to 
submit the following remarks for the year ended 31st December, 187-1. 
On the 1st January, 1871, the number of convicts in this prison — all of 
whom attended school — was 67. There were. admitted during the year 
92, making a total of 159 inmates within that period. Of these 98 have 
gone to their liberty, 2 were removed to Spike Island via Mountjoy, for 
breaches of prison rules, 2 removed to Mountjoy Prison Hospital, and 1 
absconded, leaving 56 in the various school classes on the 31st December, 
18 71. 

Each evening, as it has been from the opening of this prison, when 
done with the labours of the day, the prisoners assemble in school, the 
hours the same as formerly, the routine the same, and, as characterizes 
everything connected with this prison, the subject simple and with a 
view to ulterior usefulness. The attention of the men to my simple in- 
struction is really encouraging, and the progress they make repays one 
for his trouble. It has not been the practice to forward school statistics 
from this prison, but 1 may remark that of the 159 prisoners confined in 
this prison during the year 1871, almost all could read and write. 
There were a few exceptions of the ordinary class, such, as old men and 
one or two exceedingly dull ones, who defeated the efforts made for their 
advancement by experienced and practical teachers in the other prisons. 
I, too, made every effort to make them read and write, and failed also. 
Some very intelligent men passed through this prison during the year, 
and as in former years, voluntarily rendered me very good assistance in 
instructing their less favoured companions, evincing as much care and 
showing as great a desire for their improvement as if they were to he 
gainers by their progress. There is one subject connected with educa- 
tion which the men of this prison have always had a particular fancy for 
acquiring, and that is, to be able to write their own letters. I have 
always encouraged this, and when at all practicable, I recommend 
them to try, and it is remarkable what pleasure they manifest when 
they find it no longer necessary to ask the aid of another to com- 
municate their thoughts and their wishes to their friends, and 
in many such letters I have seen the boast, “ I wrote this letter 
myself.” For fourteen years I have been an officer of this prison, and 
during that long period I have never known the prisoners to conduct 
themselves better than during the year that has just gone by. When I 
consider their former unfortunate circumstances and vicious habits, it is 
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really wonderful how admirably they conduct themselves here ; and I 
am persuaded that the lessons in obedience, self-control, and self-respect 
they have received in this and the other prisons, will have the effect of 
making them wiser and better men in future. I accompany the prisoners 
to the Roman Catholic place of. worship in the village of Lusk on the 
Sabbath, &e. I have done so for fourteen years. I have been a close 
observer of their demeanour, and I have never known one irreverent act 
to occur in the House of God, nor has there ever been one single com- 
plaint on the part of the inhabitants against them. The respectful man- 
ner in which the prisoners speak of their chaplains proves their teachings 
are well received. Ninety-eight have gone to their liberty during the 
year. With each of these I had a conversation from time to time as to 
his future intentions, and the determined resolution of almost all was to 
break up old connexions and keep out of the line of temptation in future. 
The inmates of this prison feel and know that from the highest official 
down to the humblest officer, each and all have no other desire than their 
future well-doing. 

After an experience of fourteen years, I have never known the inter- 
mediate system to have gone on better both in its- workings and results 
than during the year 1871. 

I am, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Charles Daly, 

Registrar and School Instructor. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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APPENDIX. 



Statement of the Expenditure for tire year ended 31st March. 1871. 



Heads of Service. 


Monntjoy 

(Males). 


Mouutjoy 

(Females). 


Lusk. 


Spike Island. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ S. 


d. 


Salaries and wages, - 


3,517 18 


1 


2,859 


17 


5 


733 


7 


2 


7,128 5 


5 


Rations for officers and allowances in 
lieu of rations and quarters, 


376 


15 


6 


433 


6 


5 


81 


19 


6 


818 14 


10 


Uniforms for officers, - • 


198 19 


6 


135 


7 


11 


75 


7 


6 


507 9 


4 


Victualling for convicts, (including 
extras for tlie sick,) - - - 


1,403 


9 


4 


2,681 


2 


8 


774 


14 


10 


5,932 8 


4 


ClotMng for convicts, including cloth- 
ing on liberation, - 


462 


6 


0 


614 


18 


8 


300 


12 


1 


1,684 9 


7 


Bedding for convicts, - 


17 


5 


1 


130 15 


9 


0 


0 


11 


180 0 


4 


Medicines, surgical instruments, &c., - 


46 


11 


9 


77 


12 


6 


11 


1 


11 


93 0 


9 


Gratuities to convicts, - 


45 


2 


3 


706 


3 


10 


*751 


3 


4 


388 18 


9 


Kitchen utensils, crockery, &c., 


8 


1 


8 


22 


12 


11 


0 


11 


0 


3 0 


0 


Soap, scouring, and cleaning articles, 


93 


6 


0 


307 


6 


4 


11 


4 


2 


148 14 


11 


Escort and conveyance of convicts on 
removal and liberation, 


14 15 


6 


33 


0 


5 


45 


8 


9 


46 7 


5 


Incidental expenses, - 


176 


18 


5 


166 


4 


1 


61 


5 


9 


169 9 


2 


Total, 


6,361 


9 


3 


8,168 


8 


11 


2,846 


16 


11 


17,050 18 


10 



* The great majority of the convicts hare been discharged from Lusk Prison, and the gratuities -which haTO 
accumulated in other prisons arc paid from, this establishment, which accounts for this heavy expenditure. 

The payments for furniture and fittings, fuel and light, buildings and repairs, and rents, rates, and taxes hare 
been transferred to the Board of Works since 31st March, 1868. 
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Retum? showing the Propobtiok of Sick and Deaths to the appendix. 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, and 1859. 





1854. 


1855. 


— : 


1 i 

,2 o 

•0 -S3 

© g.5* 

f s 

M Ch 


6 

x 5 § 

s 


Si'S to 
Ss {35 

fc a 

CQ 


3 

£ 


i 

E-f 


g a 

IS 

& 


Cork 

and Grango- 
goruian. 


o 'd 

|l| 

£ a 

w 


f 

£ i 


3 

£ 


No. of Prisoners, . 




339 


556 


443 


3,628 


1,777 ; 


488 


430 


452 


3,147 


Average daily No. 
of Sick, 


276 


25 


46 


21 


368 


203 ! 


36 ; 


65 


17 


321 


No. of Deaths, 


241 


6 


33 


9 


289 


101 


8 


31 


9 


149 


Per-centage on pri- 
son population, . 




1-8 


5-9 


2- 


8- 


57 


1-6 


7-2 


2- 


4-7 




1856. 


1857. 




— 


tS e 
1 1 
o a -V 

£ g 

m * 


Cork 

and Grange- 
gorman. 


o Jg 

111 
a i 
80 1 


- I 

o 

a 


to 

g 

i 

o 

H 


Spike Island 
and 

Philipstown. 


a, .5 

<5fl| 

■as* 
a s 


Smithfield 

and 

Lusk. 


5* 

f 


W 

00 

3 

H 


No. of Prisoners, . 


1,619 


613 


199 


421 


2,852 


1,329 


686 


70 


357 


2,442 


Average daily No. 
of Sick, 


101 


42 


35 


16 


194 


67 


37 


6 


16 


126 


No. of Deaths, 


35 


11 


5 


3 


54 


34 


6 


2 


3 


45 


Per-centage on pri- 
son population, . 


2-1 


1-8 


2-5 


■7 


1*9 

' 


2-6 


•9. 


2-9 


' -8 


1-8 




1858. 


1859. 


— 


1 i 

M-gtS 
o g,S- 

% jp 

c a fii 


4 a 

|| 

PhP-i 


2 

tfl .Sri 

*i s 

a M 

w 


►. 
o . 
o 

11 


CO 

s 

f 

H 


J 1 

S-o -g 
§ a 

1 a 

M* P* 


O © 

#■3 

§ a 

O o 


2 

£ §3 
a * 

U1 


o , 
H'3 

§s 

a 


o> 

0 

1 

H . 


No. of Prisoners, . 




593 


97 


320 


2,013 


837 


464 


99 


293 


1,693 


Average daily No. 
of Sick, . 


41 


41 


4 


12 


98 


32 


14 


3 


13 


62 


No. of Deaths, 


16 


12 


2 


3 


33 


11 


3 


- 


1 


15 


Per-centage on pri- 
' son population, 


1-6 


2- 


3-6 


0*9 


1*6 


1-3 


0-6 i 


-■ 


0*3 


0*9 
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k ppemdiji. Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1880, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, and 1865. 





1860. 


1861. 


1 


4 

£ 


£ g 


3 0 

"c m 
« 3 

•£>4 

et 

co « 


o , j 

C ’a 

SS 
3 1 


'S , 

"o 

H 


1 

3 -,3 
5 c- 

s 

0 ft 


§ a 


i-s 

tc 3 

5^ 

Ea 

C/3 rt 


ii 

O 

« | 


n 

I* 

ft 


No. of Prisoners, . 


783 


423 




105 


251 


1,562 


676 


394 


94 


91 


,369 


Average daily No. 
of Sick, . 


22 


17 




4 


11 




54 


15 


20 


4 


n 


50 


No. of Deaths, 


3 


1) 




— 


1 




15 


1 


6 


1 


3 


11 


Per-centage on pri- 
son population, . 


•3 


2-6 




- 


•4 




•96 


•1 


1-5 


M 


1*5 


■80 




1862. 


1863. 


— 


T3 * 

§ 1 
o S.5 1 

a i 

a 5? 
03 ft. 


o 6 

if 


S3 
a o 

to a 


o . 

II 


S 

00 

1 


•d 


. 

o o 
§ £ 


i* 

VS 3 

”2 
H c 
<n a 


a -3 
3 ^ 


« 

co 

CO 

i 

§ 


No. of Prisoners, . 




416 




79 


316 


1,519 


H 


P 


75 


c 


1,688 


Average daily No. 
of Sick, . 


14 


27 




4 


17 




62 


9 


26 


4 


17 


56 


No. of Deaths, 


8 


10 




— 


5 




2B 


■ 


4 


— 


5 


19 


Per-centage on pri- 
son population, . 


M 


2-4 




- 


1-5 




1*5 


1-2 


•8 


- 


1-3 


M 




1864. 


1865. 


' 


•a 

9 

rt 

2 

P* 

m 


Is 

S* 


2* 
«a 3 

03 «* 


•S<# 

I 3 


to 

CO 

•§ 

ft 


t5 

g 

© 

£ 

"a, 


o © 
-?'d 

§ a 


2 ji 
«C a 

s? 

c/3 a 


I'i 

I s 


8 

03 

■ 

o 

£ 


No. of Prisoners, 


918 


499 


99 


290 


1,806 


IB 


486 


11 


221 


1,713 


Average daily No 
of Sick, . 




30 


8 


16 


62 




2£ 




.19 


60 


No. of Deaths, 




13 


2 


10 


32 


m 


IS 




i 


24 


Per-centage on pri 
son papulation, 




2-6 


2-0 


3-4 


1-7 


li 




i* 




1-4 



* Phillpstown Prison vraa closed on the 31st March, 1862. 
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Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the appendix. 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, and 1870. 



1866. 



— 


Spiko 

Island. 


Mountjoy 

Female. 


Smithfield 
and Lusk. 


Mountjoy 

Male. 


Total, 1866. 


No. of Prisoners, . . . ' 


799 


462 


96 ; 


191 


1,548 


Average daily No. of Sick, . 1 


12 1 


23 


3 , 


10 


48 


No. of Deaths, 


12 


5 


_ 


6 


23 


Per-centage on prison population, 


1*5 


1- 


" I 


3-1 


1*4 



1867. 



— 


Spiko 

Island. 


Mountjoy 

Female. 


Smithfield 
and Lusk. 


Mountjoy 

Male. 


Total, 1867- 


No. of Prisoners, . . . j 


722 


426 


80 


159 


1,387 


Average daily No. of Sick, . , 


12 


24 


3 


8 


47 


No. of Deaths, 


9 


3 


_ 


1 


13 


Per-centage onprisonpopulation, 


1-2 


•7 


' 


•6 


•9 



1868. 





Spiko 

Island. 


Mountjoy 

Female. 


Smithfield 
and Lusk. 


Mountjoy 
| Male. 


j Total, 1868. 


No. of Prisoners, 


696 


409 


74 


154 


1,333 


Average daily No. of Sick, 


12 


24 


3 


3 


42 


No. of Deaths, 


8 


5 


— 


i- 


14 


Per-centage on prison population, 


1 •] 

. 


1-2 


~ 


•6 


l 



1869. 



— 


Spike 

Island. 


Mountjoy 

Female. 


Smithfield* 
and Lusk. 


Mountjoy | 
Male. 


Total, 1869. 


No. of Prisoners, 


682 


339 


81 


144 


1,296 


Average daily No. of Sick, 


12 


22 


3 


3 


40 


No. of Deaths, 


3 


7 


- 


l 


11 


Per-centage on prison population, 


•4 


1-7 




•6 I 


•H 



1870. 



— 


Spike 

Island. 


Mountjoy 

Female. 


Lusk. 


Mountjoy 

Male. 


Total, 1870. 


No. of Prisoners, 


675 


340 


61 


157 


1,233 


Average daily No. of Sick, 


15 


19 


•6 


4 


38-6 


No. of Deaths, 


2 


6 


1 


- 


9 


Per-centage on prison population, 


•2 


1-7 


1*5 




■7 



* Smithfield Prison was closed and the Prisoners transferred to Lusk on 15tli June, 1869. 

D 
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Appendix; Return showing the PROPORTION of Siok and Deaths to the 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the year 
1871 . 



1871. 



— 


Spike 

Island. 


Mountj oy , 
Female, i 

■ i 


Lusk. ■ 


Mountjoy 

Male. 


Total, 3871. 


No. of Prisoners, 


6.94 


333 


61 


135 


1,223 


Average daily No. of Sick, 


11 


22 


•2 


S 


'36-2 


No. of Deaths, .... 


4 


5 


— 


1 


10 


Per-centage on prison population, 


i -5 


1*4 


— 


•7 


*8 
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